
Good Beginnings Infants & Toddlers 
SEPTEMBER 2020 NEWSLETTER  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME/FAREWELL 
Kia ora koutou,  
A big welcome to the new families that have joined us over the past few weeks. We look forward to 
sharing their learning journey with you! We hope your  time with us is both exciting and rewarding.  
We have recently said farewell  to Hunter, Taylor, Matthew and Braxton who have transitioned to the 
‘big kids centre’. 

Have you checked out….. 
The sign of the week and our new sign 
language board? The children at Good 
Beginnings are becoming familiar with NZSL, 
maybe you would like try it at home too?  
 
 
 

Reminders 
COVID 19: With the country returning to  Level 2 
we ask you to be vigilant with using the hand 
sanitiser and scan our QR code poster when 
entering the building .  The staff have also 
increased the daily cleaning processes to align 
with this.   As always if your child unwell please 
keep them at home. 
 

Please remember to name your children’s 
clothes as they can sometimes get mixed up 
throughout the day.  We have a lost property 
box at the front door for those lost items.  
 

With the changeable weather at the moment 
we also ask that you  please pack a change (or 
two) of clothes for warmer or cooler weather. 
As it is often hard to tell in the morning what the 
day will bring.  
 
Christmas Closure The centre will close at 
3.00pm on Thursday the 24th of December 2020 
& reopen at 7.30am on Monday the 11th of 
January 2021. 
 
  

Goals/Aspirations 
Over the next few weeks we will be asking you 
about what goals or aspirations you have for 
your child so we can redo the display board.  
These can be as  big or little as you like, the 
beauty of these are they are individual and 
what you want for your child.   As parents you 
are the world’s expert on your child.  Your 
contributions matter.  Your insights are 
extremely helpful.  Aspirations give teachers a 
guide for future planning, we refer to them in 
our stories and they give us ideas for activities 
to set up throughout the day.   If you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to ask one of 
the team, we are more than happy to discuss 
this with you. 
 

Upcoming events 
 

• September 
Te Reo Māori Language week 14th - 20th  
Sign Lanugage week 21st – 27th  
 

• October  
National Shakeout Day  15th @ 9.30am 
Photographer at the centre 19th – 30th  
 

• November 
Children’s Christmas Party – 28th  

ONESIE DAY 
Thank you to those who participated and 
donated to the Wellington Free Ambulance on 
Onesie Day.  Between both centres we raised 
$154. 30.  With Good Beginnings matching this 
we will donate a total of $310 – what a great 
effort!!! 
 

A BIG thank you to Max’s parents Erin and Mike 
who organised bringing                                       
an ambulance to the centre.                                                      
As you can imagine it                                                                                
caused great excitement,                                                
especially when Jin set the                                      
siren off J 
 
 

Teacher training 
A huge congratulations to both Becks and 
Heather who have recently passed their home 
centre practicums, and to Harata who has 
recently started her training for her three year 
teaching degree at Te Rito Maioha.    
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Programme    
We have had a busy few weeks with lots of exciting things happening at the centre and outings 

into the community. 
 

A small group of children went to Marist Rugby Club grounds to                                                                     
extend their physical development by having a large area to run and                                                                               
develop ball skills.  The children joined a group from the big kids                                                                             
centre and were even taught how to hold the hockey stick and hit  
the ball – thanks Corban for showing and explaining this to our  
younger tamariki.   
 

Another group went to the big kids to watch ‘Turn on the Light.’ This was a 
fun, interactive puppet show that told the story of a little boy who was 
afraid of the dark.  The children loved meeting the creatures of the night – a 
cat, a frog, a mouse and a spider. 

 
Joe brought in his little lambs Han and Ruby                                             
(named by Ruby from the big kids) for a visit.                                                
Once the initial excitement died down the  
children enjoyed having the lambs wander 
around the playground and come up to them.   
                                                  

Unfortunately our Sunflower seeds got a little too much watering and the spot we had them in 
didn’t have enough sunlight and so they have not made it.  However our veggie garden is 
looking great and with the warmer weather we will be getting out to care for it and taste our 
yummy looking produce. 
 

We have been doing process cooking making banana cakes and soups and hope to revisit 
these activities over the coming weeks.  During these cooking times there is so many areas for 
learning – literacy (learning that words have meaning and can be read, following a recipe), 
mathematics (measuring and counting), learning to keep ourselves healthy (hand washing), 
science (ingredients changing once cooked), turn taking and following a process to name some. 
    

We have also been doing lots of sensory,  
creative and messy play that is really  
beneficial for this age group as   
it fosters curiosity, imagination  
and exploration.   These soothing  
experiences also help children to develop 
hand-eye coordination, explore the  
properties of solutions & share in groups. 
 

Te reo Māori phrase 
“E aroha pai ana ahua ki tau mahi.” 

I love your work / I love what you are doing. 
From:  Kotahitanga-Bi-Culturalism in Education. 

Roll 
Our roll is full for term 4 (12th October), along 
with many enquiries for the beginning of 2021. 
In October you will be given a form to 
complete where you can either confirm your 
current hours for 2021 or request any 
changes.  Please ensure you have this form 
back to the centre on time so rolls can be 
sorted as soon as possible.   

Internal review 
We are currently in the final stages of 
reviewing our programme planning policies 
and procedures.  This review has led us to trial 
new templates on recording individual and 
group planning and assessment.    We will 
implement these changes over the coming 
months and review in March next year to 
evaluate the impact these changes have 
had. 
For the remainder of the year we will focus on 
our philosophy which has a strong emphasis 
on primary caregiving and free movement.  
The team will reflect on what this looks like in 
our centre and evaluate our practice to 
ensure our philosophy is a working document.  


