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 CHRISTMAS PARTY 
When:  Saturday the 23rd of    
             November 10.00 – 12.00 
Where: Marist Ruby Club Rooms 
             Dixon Street, Masterton. 

See you all there! 
 

TRANSITIONERS 
To School: Haere rā Ollie, Hunter and Ivy who started 
school the beginning of term 4. 
To Good Beginnings Educare Centre: A great big 
welcome to Addison, River and Asa who have recently 
started at GBEC. We would also like to welcome, Danni, 
Riley, Max and Quinton as they have recently 
transitioned from our Infants and Toddlers Centre. 

 
CENTRE CLOSURE 
A reminder that the centre will close 
on Friday the 20th of December 2019 at 
5.30pm and will open again on 
Monday the 6th January 2020 at 7.30 
am. 
 

SLIP, SLOP, SLAP AND WRAP 
Summer is nearly here and as we are seeing more of 
the sun, we have begun applying sunscreen again. This 
is applied at approximately 10:30, 12:30 & 3.30 - if your 
child arrives after these times please ensure you                    
apply sunscreen before they arrive. 

We also try to encourage the tamariki to wear a sunhat. 
Please ensure they bring a hat or if you prefer you can        
leave a hat at the centre in the hat basket.  

With the warmer weather also comes water play! So 
please ensure your child/ren have a couple of changes 
of cooler clothing in their bags,  

and don’t forget to check their bags for wet 
clothing  

at the end of the day.  

The shade clothes will be going back up this month. 

INTERNAL REVIEW 
We are currently reviewing how effective we are 
in supporting children’s phonological awareness.  
As part of this review teachers have attended 
professional development, researched theory 
and will be completing a questionnaire.  As 
always we work towards developing and refining 
our procedures and practices to ensure we offer 
the best possible care and education for your 
child. 

PLASTIC BAGS & CLOTHING 
We no longer have plastic bags for use at the 
centre! Please ensure your child has a wet 
bag or a plastic bag in their Bag. This is 
especially important for those children who 
are toilet learning.  We have limited wet bags 
for sale at a cost of $6.00. 

Change of clothes – If your child requires a 
change of clothes and they have none in 
their bag you will be called to bring some in.  

 SPACES FOR 2020 
We have very limited spaces for 2020 at both our centres.  We will do our best to meet any changes 
you may require.  If you know of anyone looking for child care please get them to contact us as 
soon as possible.  We thank all those parents who continue to recommend our centres to family and 
friends.  

SMALL GROUP OUTINGS 
With the warmer weather, we try to provide regular outings to make connections with the wider 
community and extend on children’s interests and learning. The children who are selected to go on 
these outings have a specific interest related to this experience. Unfortunately, we are unable to 
take all the children at the centre every time, but we do endeavour to ensure all children get a turn 
to go on many outings during their time here at Good beginnings.  

 

GOOD BEGINNINGS DRESS UP PARTY 
To extend on a current interest in 
costumes and dramatic play we will be 
having a dress up party on Thursday 
the 31st of October. Please send your 
child/ren in costume so that they can 
join in the fun! 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                              

SEASONS GREETINGS 
Although it seems extremely early this will probably be the last newsletter for the year so 
we would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a safe and happy 

PROGRAMME 
There has been a large focus in the creative arts, where children have been using different tools and 
materials to paint with. Some recent painting activities have included sponge and cotton bud 
painting, fire work painting, painting with flowers and throwing water balloons to make paint splatter 
art. During these experiences, the tamariki are learning about colours, textures, patterns and prints. 
Check out the updated wall display in the art room to see some of these beautiful creations. With a 
large group of new children art experiences are also a great opportunity for tamariki to form 
friendships with others and develop their pro-social skills. Don’t forget to collect your children’s art 
from the art boxes located next to the paint easel.  

There is a large focus on literacy learning with a lot of fun being had while playing with sounds and 
words. The tamariki are really enjoying reading a variety of books, in particular rhyming and nonsense 
stories. Rhyming and nonsense songs are also a favourite. So while some of their rhyming could be 
seen as rather cheeky it is actually them learning about phonics and gaining phonological 
awareness J.  
To extend on this learning a small group of children went on a trip to the library to choose some 
books of interest, which we borrowed to share with all the tamariki back at the centre. We hope to 
make trips to the library a regular occurrence. As the teachers continue to work towards our current 
centre internal review we continue to develop a deeper understanding of how we can continue to 
extend children’s learning in this area. We also borrowed a book about paper planes and this lead 
on to a group focus in making and flying planes to see which design flew the longest distance. 

This year we joined thousands of other New Zealanders participating in DOC’s conservation week 14-
22 September. This is run by DOC each year to encourage people to get involved in nature and help 
to take care of it. A group of tamariki went on a hikoi to Garlands reserve where we collected 
rubbish. The children are being provided with a curriculum that encourages an understanding of 
kaitiakitanga and the responsibilities of being a kaitiaki by caring for our creeks and reserves. They 
are developing an understanding of the problems that rubbish causes for our natural environment 
and are learning about recycling.   

A group of children attended the Whakaoriori Kapa Haka Festival 2019 earlier in the month and were 
mesmerised by the performances.  We made lots of connections within the community seeing 
whānau, siblings, relations and former Good Beginnings children who have started school.  The 
tamariki recognised several of the waiata and loved the Polynesian performance.  “It was awesome” 
several of the children exclaimed when they were asked if they enjoyed the festival. 

 
    TEACHING TEAM 
A big welcome to Ellee who has  recently joined our 
teaching team.  Ellee has a degree in teaching and 
has been relieving at our Infants & Toddlers centre 
since the middle of the year.    
Harata will be covering the rest of Alex’s maternity 
leave at the Infants & Toddlers centre.  

Carl W Buehner 

ACCOUNTS 
With the end of the year fast approaching please 
ensure all outstanding accounts are paid in full by 
Friday the 20th of December 2019.    


