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Kia ora koutou,  
A Big welcome to Zara, Grace, Madison and their whānau whom will be starting their transition visits from the                                
Infants & Toddlers Centre this year.  
Haere rā Corban, Indie and Ares who will be starting at School the beginning of term 1, and to Lilly, Brayden and 
Thurston whom will be starting School during Term 1 2021. 

SLIP SLOP SLAP 
The warmer weather has finally arrived and so has 
our shade cloths! We are lucky enough to have a 
shaded playground and therefore hats are always 
provided but not necessary in certain areas so we 
remind the children to wear their hats when playing 
in the sun or to choose to play somewhere shaded, 
this is often their preferred choice and supports 
them to develop an understanding about making safe 
choices for their body. 
Please bring in a named hat for your child to stay at 
the centre if you have not already. 
We apply sunscreen at                                         
approximately 10:30, 12:45 and                                 
3:30. If your child arrives after                                                   
these times please apply                                                      
sunscreen before you come or                                          
let us know that your child                                     
needs some. 
 

REMINDERS 
COVID 19: We continue to ask you to be vigilant with 
using the hand sanitiser and scan our QR code poster 
when entering the building .  The staff are continuing 
with daily cleaning processes. As always if your child is 
unwell please keep them at home. 
 

Reminder all children that have had diarrhoea or 
vomiting must be away until there has been 48 hours 
of no symptoms. This is a Ministry of health 
requirement. Thank you for preventing the spread of 
this illness.  
 

Please check your information pockets often and look 
out for any notices on the notice boards. 
 

The lost property box is located at the front door, 
please check it out! Any clothing remaining at the end 
of the year will be donated to charity.  
 

Christmas Closure 
Reminder we close on Thursday the 24th of December 
at 3.00pm – all children must be collected no later than 
this time.  We hope you all have an enjoyable 
Christmas holiday and look forward to seeing you all 
again in 2021! 

NEW TE REO MĀORI PHRASE  
“Haere mai (child’s name), whakamahai te pare tīkākā.” 

“Come here (child’s name) use the sunblock.” 
 

A BIG thank you to Megan Roberts for supporting us 
with refining our te reo Māori phrases. 
 

Internal review 
Our current review question is “How effective is our 
current programme planning cycle and 
documentation in identifying, responding and 
evaluating children’s individual and group learning 
and progress?” 
The teaching team will be focusing on this review 
until February next year. The teachers will also 
complete their own individual ISMART goals that 
link to this review, so that we can ensure we are 
providing a programme that supports and extends on 
your children’s learning, development and interests, 
to provide the best possible learning outcomes.  
In the new year we will put a questionnaire out for 
you to help us review our curriculum – questions will 
be centered around why you sent your child to Good 
Beginnings and what you feel matters most for your 
child during their preschool education. 
 

ACCOUNTS 
We know times have been hard for some families this 
year with the effects of covid.  We have also had roll 
on effects from this. We ask that all accounts are 
paid in full by the 31st of December to ensure your 
child’s continued enrolment at the centre.  If you feel 
this may be an issue for you please contact Nicola or 
Joe via an email gbec@xtra.co.nz to discuss further. 
 



 
  

 
  
 
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming events 
 

PROGRAMME   
Lets get wet! Water play has been thoroughly enjoyed by all! As I am sure you have noticed by the many 
changes of clothing in your child’s bag at the end of the day.  
Please ensure you provide plenty of named changes of clothes and a wet bag.  

 

As tamariki explore with the many water experiences that are provided, not                                                                              
only are they keeping cool they are also developing their working theories                                                                
about measuring, estimating, volume, gravity and weight, as well as developing                                                         
their ability to share and cooperate with others. 

Construction and drama is a huge focus for the tamariki at the moment as                                                                        
they build and create houses, barns and vehicles with the duplo, waffle blocks,                                                     
polydrons and other construction resources, developing their mathematical knowledge. They then use these 
props for dramatic play as they explore their working theories about the wider world. 

 

The finer weather also enables us to make trips into the community which 
supports children to make connections with the wider world. We have been on 
many walks to Garlands reserve, we have visited GBIT and a small group of 
tamariki with an interest in literacy went to the library.  We intend to make 
these outings a regular occurrence over the coming summer months. 
 

A small group of children with an interest in creative expression, drama and                                                                   
literature went to the Capital E performance ‘The Lost Letter Office’. This was                                                      
clearly an enjoyable performance as the children came back to share the story with                                                               
their friends and teachers. 

Rangitiratanga, tuakana teina and manakitanga continue to be seen in action, within                                                
the interactions between the tamariki. It is so great to see children demonstrating empathy for others, 
taking care of our centre whānau, leading their own learning and the learning of others. 

The teaching team have also noticed the tamariki demonstrating their developing sense of Belonging | Mana 
Whenua within the centre. We have observed many children pointing out to their whānau their photos on the 
wall, showing and talking about their whānau leaves with others and revisiting their learning by reading their 
portfolios with their peers. The tamariki are also learning their mihi, introducing themselves at newsgroups 
and they have shared this new knowledge with their families at home. 

OUR GOOD BEGINNINGS PET BOOK 
To extend on a current interest in animals and to 
support your child’s developing sense of belonging 
within the centre please email through a photo of 
your children’s pets to  goodbeginnings@icloud.com 
so that we can create a Good Beginnings pet book. 
Thanks! 
 

BYO SPOON 
Unfortunately, most of our metal and reusable plastic 
spoons have disappeared again. To reduce our plastic 
wastage, we will not be purchasing disposable plastic 
spoons anymore. So please send a named spoon in your 
child’s lunchbox if they need one. Thank you! 

2021 
We open on Monday the 11th of January 2021 at 
7.30am.  Thanks to everyone for getting their 
hours forms in on time.  Nicola is currently 
working through requests for changes in hours. 
 
 


