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WELCOME/FAREWELL 
A big welcome to the new families that have joined us over the past few weeks. We look forward 
to sharing their learning journey with you. We hope your time with us is both exciting and 
rewarding. We have recently said farewell to Tilea, Isabella and Emily who transitioned to ‘the big 
kids’ centre at the start of term 4.  
 
INTERNAL REVIEW 
Our current internal review is about refining our 
teaching practice around ‘Primary Caregiving’ 
and ‘Free Movement’. Primary cargiving is 
important to us as a centre and gives the 
children and teachers the opportunity to build 
strong respectful reciprocal relationships with 
each other and you as whānau. They are able 
to have consistency during their day so they 
know what to expect and can be fully 
immersed and involved in their daily routines.   
As a parent you can support this by talking with 
your child’s primary teacher on arrival to 
ensure vital information is passed on which also 
helps with reinforcing those fundamental 
relationships. 
Free movement is an aspect of our practice 
that ensures children have the time and space 
to explore their world and bodies at their own 
pace. We do not use restricting furniture (such 
as high chairs, walkers, bouncers) so the 
children are able to move naturally. We also 
encourage floor time and have the time and 
resources to teach and enjoy with them. With 
the younger less mobile children we won’t put 
them in positions they cannot get in to 
themselves but we will spend time supporting 
and encouraging them to develop naturally.  
 
 

CENTRE DRILLS 
Over the last few weeks we have practiced our 
fire drill and earthquake procedures.  We do this 
each term.   The children are very responsive to 
this and just love the earthquake dog ‘Stan’ 
which we put on the TV after practicing our 
turtle safe position.  If you google turtle safe it 
links you to the turtle safe video that the children 
watch featuring Stan the dog.                       
Remember to have a plan at                                     
home with older children so                                                   
they know what they are                                                       
supposed to do in the event                                          
that something does happen. 
The fire department recommends your letterbox 
as your safe place to meet.                                     
Children rely on memory and reactions of others 
to learn how to react and deal with these 
situations. 
Please remember to update any changes of 
address or phone numbers with us as we never 
know when we will need to contact you in a 
case of emergency. 

SUNSCREEN & HATS 
With summer here we do encourage the use of 
hats (we have a hat bucket)and sunscreen. 
We use Smart365 50+ and Sungard 50+.                            
If your child has sensitive skin please                          
don’t hesitate to let us know and we                        
can apply sun screen that you                            
supply.  

SPACES - 2021 
Nicola is currently working on establishing the 
rolls for 2021.  We have had many requests for 
changes and have a big waiting list.  Although 
we will do our best we already know we won’t 
be able to accommodate everyone’s 
requests.  We will let you know the outcome as 
soon as possible. 

MONTHLY TE REO PHRASE 
“Āwhina ahau” which means “help me” 
Teachers have been role modelling this for the 
children  and also asking “pirangi āwhina 
koe?”  (Do you want help?) 

CHRISTMAS CLOSURE 
Reminder we close on Thursday the 24th 
December at 3.00pm – all children must         
be collected no later than this time.                
We reopen Monday the 11th of January                                         
2021 at 7.00am. 

ACCOUNTS 
We know times have been hard for some 
families this year with the effects of covid.  We 
have also had roll on effects from this. We ask 
that all accounts are paid in full by the 31st of 
December to ensure your child’s continued 
enrolment at the centre.  If you feel this may 
be an issue for you please contact Nicola or 
Joe via an email gbec@xtra.co.nz to discuss 
further. 



 

 

PROGRAMME 
The last couple of months we have had lots of exciting things happening and lots of great learning 

opportunities going on. 
 
We have had a wheels day, which we thought was a great success!!                                                                    
Although the weather was a bit average, it didnt dampen the mood of                                                                        
all the excitement of bringing their bikes to centre for the day! The children                                                          
were amazing at sharing their wheels with the other children and we got                                                                    
to see so many super cool helmets. Remember kids and parents,                                                                  
“It’s cool to keep your brain safe!” 
 

We have also had our very own dress up day. Wowee we saw so many 
cool costumes and dress ups from home, even the teachers got in on 
the act and did a great job. Thank you for supporting us with all of our 
cool ideas, they are usually an extension of a child’s interest so it is so 
great we are able to involve the whole centre in it.  
 

 
We have been dabbling in some awesome science expeiments too!                                                      
Today it was a volcano kind of day. The children loved watching the                                                                                       
whole process happen from, building the volcano by pushing all the sand                                                      
up and then when Casey was ready with the baking soda and vinegar                                                                  
we got to watch the ‘lava’ fizz up and out the top. It was so cool, the                                                                    
teachers had lots of fun explaining how the two ingredients react and                                                              
make a cool fizzy bubble that looks like lava. 
 

The children have been reaping the rewards of all our labour in the 
centre garden. Just the other day Alinna took small groups of children 
out to check what had cropped up, and there in our garden were some 
delicious STRAWBERRIES!! They each got to enjoy the fruit that they have 
been working hard to grow, through watering and checking up on them 
regularly. You should all be so proud of your amazing kaitiaki! 

 
 

NAMING OF BELONGINGS 
We know we say it all the time, but PLEASE 
ensure you name your child’s belongings.  With 
the warmer weather coming we will be having 
water play so children will be getting changed 
more often and it really helps us if children’s 
clothing is named.  Please also ensure you 
have a wet bag (can be purchased through 
the centre for $8 each) for your child’s wet 
clothes to go home in. 

COVID-19 
With Christmas coming up this can mean 
traveling away or going on holiday for some 
families.  We ask that you are vigilant in using 
the Governments COVID Tracer App.   Recent 
months have shown this is the easiest way to 
get an alert if you have been somewhere at 
the same time as a person who has tested 
positive for covid.   We ask you to do this for 
the wellbeing of our tamariki, their whānau, as 
well as the wider community. 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
If you haven’t already and are 
attending please bring in a 
wrapped and named book for your 
child for our party.  With over a 120 
children attending you can imagine 
it takes a bit of organising.  Santa is 
arriving at 12 noon so if you would 
prefer not to give your child a book 
you could leave about this time.   


