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WELCOME/FAREWELL 
Welcome back for 2019! We hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas break. 
With the new year comes many changes in the roll and we would like to welcome the following children and 
their whānau – Indi, James, Peyton, Harper, Caspian, Bodean, Thea, Sophie and Mikaela. Tena koutou katou!  
Farewell Kora, Lilah, Isabella, Emiana, Fern and Maddison who will be starting school in term one.  
	

PLASTIC BAGS 
Reminder we are now plastic 
bag free! Please provide a 
reusable bag for your child's 
soiled or wet clothing.  These can 
be purchased through the centre 
for $5.  Please pay cash. 
	

LOST PROPERTY 
This year we are aiming for no lost property. We 
encourage children to be responsible for their own 
belongings.  Please support us to do this by naming 
your children’s clothing, hats, shoes and                                                      
bags so that we can ensure clothing is                                      
put away and in the correct bags.  
	

JOE’S CORNER  
Over the Christmas break Joe (with help from his father and 
Nicola) painted the two centres.  You will see him busy in 
the coming weeks as he finishes the windows and trim.    
	

TE REO MĀORI PHRASE  
This month’s phrase is: 

Kia mahi ngātahi - Lets work together. 
If you have any phrases or waiata we could use at the 
centre we would love for you to share them. 
	

INTERNAL REVIEW 
We will be wrapping up our previous review on 
staff appraisal and revisiting documenting 
children’s learning in the next month.  During 
2019 our reviews will focus on learning the 
English & Māori history of Garlands Reserve 
and working with the council and local 
neighbours to care for this wonderful bush 
area.  The second half of the year we will 
work with the Ministry of Education through 
their OLLi (oral language & literature 
initiative) programme to ensure we continue to 
offer high quality experiences and teaching 
strategies to promote oral language & literacy. 

CHILDREN TURNING 5 
If your child is turning 5 in the first half of 2019 
please contact the school to confirm their start date, 
and please let us know so we can organise our rolls.  
We suggest with the increase of population you enrol 
your child at your preferred school around their 4th 
birthday.  Please see Paige our transition to school 
teacher if you would like more information on the local 
schools.    

CIVIL DEFENCE KITS 
If you haven’t already, please provide a named ice cream 
container with food for your child in case of a civil 
defense emergency while attending the centre. There 
should be enough food to last for 3 days. Please bring 
in a named container (ice cream containers are a 
good size) at least 3+ tins/tubs of food, 3+ 
muesli bars, & other non- perishable snack food. 
The centre will supply drinking water.  
	

FEES FOR 3 & 4 YEAR OLDS 
Due to the ever increasing rise in operating 
costs for the centre we have had to review 
the current fee schedule.  As from the 1st 
of April 2019 the new rate for 3 & 4 year 
olds will be $6.00 per hour.  This is our 
first fee increase since 2015. 
3 & 4 year old children who use the 
Governments 20 ECE hours will continue to 
attend free of charge for these hours.   
If you have any questions or concerns 
please see Nicola or email her on 
gbec@xtra.co.nz 
 



	

	

PROGRAMME 
The hot weather has brought with it a huge interest in the water play and the                                                 
tamariki have really been utilising the tap in the sandpit. This has been a prime                                         
opportunity to encourage children to work together and take turns. The water                                                          
trough has also been another favourite as the tamariki enjoy cooling off at the                                         
end of a hot day. Please ensure they have plenty of changes of clothing                                 
in their bags, along with a bag for wet clothes! 
 

There has been a group focus on animals, bugs and insects. We have a swan plant in the front      
                                        garden, which the children have been checking often for       
                                        eggs and baby caterpillars.  We have recently adopted  
                                        three large caterpillars from Isla’s family and we hope to    
                                        witness this life cycle soon.  
Roxy and Rocky; Falene’s two red eared slider turtles came for a day visit. The children observed these 
reptiles walking around their playground and learnt about their habitats and what they eat.  
 

There has also been a large focus on physical development with the swings and the monkey bars. 
Through this interest the children are also learning to persevere and persist with difficulty to achieve 
their own goals, to take turns, and to support and encourage others.  
 

As a centre we are focussing on supporting the tamariki to take turns and share the resources. We are 
emphasising positive social skills reinforcing being kind to others, shifting the focus away from the goal 
of winning to encouraging children to feel proud of their own accomplishments when                                 
they achieve the goals they have set for themselves. There has also been a focus                              
on ‘boy friends’ / ‘girlfriends’ and ‘you’re not my friend’. We are aware that some  
parents are concerned with this behaviour and we are discouraging these  
sayings by reminding the tamariki that we are all friends here and that playing 
 with someone and being their friend are two different things.    
	

THANK YOU 
A great big thank you to Megan Roberts 
(Corban & Isabella’s Mother) for supporting 
the teachers and children in our on going 
bicultural journey.  Megan has supported us 
throughout 2018 and we ended the year with 
visiting the Opaki kapa haka group and Te 
Ore Ore Marae.  We look forward to 
continuing our journey in 2019 and would love 
any whānau members to come and share their   
knowledge and skills with us. 

CONTACT DETAILS 
Please ensure these are kept                                      
up to date especially with the names and numbers of 
those that are emergency contacts and are on the 
pick-up list.  We cannot allow your child to leave 
the centre with an adult (14 years & over) unless we 
have written permission. 

He aroha whakatō, he aroha puta mai. 

If kindness is sown, then kindness you shall receive.  

CHILDCARE SUBSIDIES 
Please ensure that all applications are 
applied for as soon as possible as we are 
currently experiencing long delays in getting 
these processed.   You will be liable for any 
fees until the subsidy is granted – this 
includes the renewal or increase of 
subsidies.  Thanks for your support. 
 


