Good Beginnings Educare Centre
MARCH 2019 NEWSLETTER
Roll

Transitioners

Currently our roll is full. Thank you to those

To School:

that have recommended the centre to family and

Taeryn, Nate, Sienna and Jackson will be starting

friends. Our staff roster and ratios are worked

school in term 2.

out around the children’s booked times; it is
therefore important that your child is dropped
off and collected on time to maintain legal and
safe ratios. We are only too willing to help with
extra hours when we can but this is
unfortunately not always possible. Please see
staff when necessary.
Teaching Team
We are currently interviewing potential teachers
to join our teaching team due to Paige resigning.
We wish to employ a teacher who shares our

To Good Beginnings Educare Centre:
A great big welcome to Kash-O’Shea, Austin. Mia,
Ollie and Zach will transition from the Infants &
Toddlers centre at the start of term 2.

Policy Reviews
We will be reviewing one of these per month.
These will be displayed next to the sign in sheet,
with changes highlighted. We value your
feedback and opinions on these so please read
the policy on display, make suggestions and sign
the attached piece of paper.

philosophy and commitment to outstanding care
and education for your children.

Noodles
If you choose to give your child noodles for lunch

Internal Review

we are more than happy to cook these; however

We are in the final stages of our review on

it would be much appreciated if you could name

appraisal and are in the process of starting the

and place these on the bench in the mornings.

following review on:

They do take some time to prepare and if we

‘How effective are we in understanding te ao

know they will be needed ahead of time we can

Māori to enable educational success as Māori?'

have them at the right temperature for
their lunch. Thanks!

Accounts
Please ensure all accounts are paid in full by the
end of the financial year, which is the 31st of

Fees
Reminder our fees for 3 & 4 year olds will

March 2019. We thank you in advance.

increase as of the 1st of April 2019 to $6.00 per

PLEASE name your child’s clothing & shoes

continue to be at no charge.

We often have multiple children with the same
clothing or shoes and as you can imagine it is very
easy to accidentally take the wrong item. It
would be a huge help to us if your child’s
belongings were named. A BIG thank you to
those parents who have noticed they have
the wrong items and have returned them.

hour. The Governments 20 ECE hours will

Public Holidays
Reminder we will be closed:
Good Friday – 19th of April
Easter Monday – 22nd of April
ANZAC Day – Thursday the 25th of April.
If your child is to be absent during the April
school holidays please ensure you give us 3 weeks
notice to take advantage of our no fees policy.

Programme

With many children leaving for school at the beginning of the term we have a larger group of younger
children and have therefore adjusted our teaching strategies to accommodate the different stages in
development. As young children are still developing the skills and the strategies needed to initiate and
maintain play with others, sometimes in frustration they communicate in a more physical way. To
prevent this the teaching team is focusing on supporting social development and
facilitating positive interactions between children as they learn to manage, express
and communicate their wants and needs during play with their peers.
There has been a large group focus in sand and water play and the tamariki are
developing their working theories making scientific discoveries in the sandpit as
they explore the properties of water, sand, gravity and erosion (earth science) as the erosive agent
being water from the tap removes the sand around their rivers and trenches, transporting it to
another location. With this play we have witnessed some great teamwork and developing social skills.
There is still an ongoing interest in living creatures as the children continue to explore the
natural environment and ecosystem within our playground and their own back yards. The
tamariki are gaining competence in the skills of research and investigation as they make
sense of their world, generating and refining their working theories through their play;
going on bug hunts, maintaining our compost bin, reading reference books, using the
internet and drawing living creatures using photos and plastic figurines as reference. While
also developing their understanding of kaitiaktanga caring for the natural world.
Creative expression continues to be explored where the children are contributing to the
programme by making decisions about events such as the dress up and spa day which included face
painting, hand massages and facials. The children demonstrated wairuatanga taking time out to relax
by taking care of themselves and others, using gentle hands, being kind and inviting others to join in
play -te oranga nui.
To celebrate the Chinese New Year, the year of the Pig we coloured in some New Year posters for
decorations, had spring rolls for kia, and made red envelopes containing chocolate money.
These are called hongbao in mandarin; traditionally given with real money they are
Chinese New Year gifts, the giver passing on a year of good fortune and blessings.
Are your details up to date?
Please ensure addresses, email addresses and

Hapaitia te ara tika pumau ai te rangatiratanga mo nga uri
whakatipu

contact details are updated as this is vital in case
of an emergency. It is also important to review the
list of people with permission to collect your childwe will ring you if someone not on the list attempts
to pick up your child.

Our thoughts go out to the families and community of
Christchurch. If you have been affected by the recent
event and need support, please let us know as we have
access to services through the Ministry of Education.

Foster the pathway of knowledge to strength,
indpendence and growth for future generations

