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Nau mai, Haere mai 
Kia ora Good Beginnings whānau! What a busy few months we have had 
at the centre, with lots of fun and learning happening. We have said 
haere rā to a few friends as they have moved onto the next chapter 
of their education journey: ka kite Maynard, Ava Rose, and Rhiannon! 
We wish you all the very best for your primary school years! We have 
welcomed some new faces to our whānau; haere mai to Phoenix, 
Amelie-Amore, Rieko, and Amelia! We can’t wait to get to know you 
and your whānau during your time with us at Good Beginnings! 
 
Good Beginnings Early Learning Centre celebrated its 1st Birthday on 
31st May 2022! Happy Birthday to us! We are all incredibly proud of 
our beautiful centre and the community we have worked hard to build! 
Thank you whānau for entrusting us with your precious tamariki, and 
we look forward to many more years with you all!  

Kaiako Panui 
Our whānau have said haere rā to Kaiako Zara. Zara has been with 
Good Beginning ever since we opened, and was teaching here before 
that for a little while. After just over a year with us, she has decided 
to step into a primary teaching role. Her last day was 1st July 2022. 
Ka kite Zara, best of luck for your future endeavours! We are 
currently advertising to fill that permanent teacher role, so if anyone 
has any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to approach 
Kaiako Sophie! 
 
It is with exciting news that Suné will be returning to Good Beginnings 
in August.  She will continue to work with the under two year olds. 
 
Good Beginnings has a new relief teacher, you may have seen her 
around, nau mai haere mai Hailie! Hailie is Phoenix’s mum, is beginning 
her study in ECE very soon. We are really excited to have her as part 
of our support team! 

COVID-19 Update 
Scanning in using the Covid Tracer app is no longer a requirement when 
entering the centre. We are currently under the orange traffic light 
level, so we continue to ask whānau and manuhiri (visitors) to wear 
face masks, sanitise hands, and social distance where and when 
possible. Please don’t hesitate to approach Kaiako Sophie with any 
questions, comments, or concerns regarding this.  

Roll 
Our roll is becoming very full – thanks for all the recommendations to 
family and friends.  Please let us know as soon as possible if you 
require a change to your enrolled hours and we will do our best to 
accommodate these.    



 
Please Note 
Hōtoke (Winter) is well and truly upon us. We continue to ask that 
you provide a variety of clothing for your tamariki. Warm clothes, 
jumpers, thermals, and jackets are essential, but please also pack 
their bags with pōtae (hats), tōkena (socks) and plenty of spare 
clothing. Please let a member of the teaching team know if you need 
a wet bag to put wet/messy clothing into. Kamupūtu (gumboots) and 
wet weather gear are strongly advised, so we can get outside and jump 
in puddles if we would like to! 
With this season comes coughs, sniffles, and sickness. To look after 
the taha tinana (physical wellbeing) of our centre whānau, we ask that 
you keep your children home if they are unwell. Our general rule of 
thumb is if your tamariki require pamol, they should probably stay at 
home. We know it can be at times difficult to arrange care outside of 
the centre, so thank you for your patience and understanding! 

Programme 
Our centre focus the past month or so has been around Hōtoke 
(Winter). This topic is so broad, we can fit so many curriculum areas 
into it. We have some friends who like to visit Ruapehu te Maunga 
(Mount Ruapehu) to experience and enjoy the huka (snow) with their 
whānau. There has also been lots of discussion around why we should 
wear warm hats now instead of sun hats, where the rain comes from, 
and why it’s getting so cold! Ngā tamariki have enjoyed different days 
of being creative whilst focusing on Hōtoke, like filling ice-cube trays 
with coloured water, putting them in the freezer, and then creating 
mahi toi (artwork) with the ice-cubes! Everyone loved experimenting 
with the ice-cube waituhi (painting)! 
Ngā tamariki have been really involved in korikori (physically active 
play) lately, which links perfectly to our focus on Hōtoke. The concept 
of staying warm and healthy during the winter is something we all 
know is important, so for ngā tamariki to experience korikori, as well 
as waiata (music) and kanikani (dance) in the front room is vital for 
their taha tinana (physical wellbeing) and their taha hinengaro (mental 
and emotional wellbeing). Moving forward with our Hōteke focus, we 
would like to introduce the water cycle to ngā tamariki, which will give 
us opportunities to include the curriculum area of pūtaiao (science and 
nature).  
Of course, we also celebrated Matariki! We enjoyed lots of mahi toi 
(artwork), waiata (singing), kanikani ki poi (dancing with poi), and 
pūrākau pānui pukapuka (books and storytelling). We concluded our 
celebrations with some nice warm homemade soup that ngā tamariki 
made!  Te piko o te māhuri, tērā 

te tupu o te rākau 
 

The way in which the young sapling is 
nurtured, determines how the tree will 

grow 

 

Lost Property 
We have a large amount of lost property located in the basket at 
the front door.  Please check if any of the treasures or clothing 
belong to your family. 
To help us out please ensure your child’s clothing is named – 
including socks J.  This is extremely helpful for us to                    
ensure clothing goes home in the correct bag. 


