
Students: 
We have had some amazing students working alongside 
us over the recent months.  We would like to thank them for 
all their hard work during their teaching experience.  We 
will continue to support students in the coming months. 

Absences: 
We want to extend our appreciation to families for their support in keeping children at home when they have been                     
unwell and for notifying us of absences.  We are happy for you to text the centre cell phone (020 4195 6846) with                                            
your child’s name and reason for absence.  Illness has now reduced to normal winter levels and your ongoing                    
support over winter months is appreciated.  
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“Every child has a different style and pace.  Each child is unique, not only capable of 
learning but also capable of succeeding.”       Robert John Meehan 

Roll: 
Haere rā to Harvey who will start at the big kids on the 
25th of July.  James, Ariah, Violet, Leila and Beau are 
currently involved in our transition process and will 
start on the 29th of August   We wish them all the best 
on the next stage of their educational journey. 
 

A big welcome to William, Spencer, Olivia and Ella who 
have joined our Good Beginnings whānau. 

We are experiencing high levels of enquiries and 
enrolments and our waitlist for new enrolments has 
now extended well into 2023 and beyond for some 
days. Thank you to all our families who have been 
recommending us. Given the lead time for additional 
days please ensure you plan ahead for changes in 
timetable, the enrolment of siblings. Please 
recommend that your friends plan ahead and enrol 
early too!  

  

Teachers News: 
Congratulations to Kim who has                              
recently completed her Bachelor in                                  
Teaching ECE.  We are so proud of her! 
Heather will be having a study day every second 
Tuesday and Kim will alternate these Tuesdays. 
Harata has completed her level 4 course and will return 
to working full time.  
Alex will be returning from maternity leave in October. 
Grace will work more days at the Educare Centre to 
cover Madison’s maternity leave. 
 
 
 

 

Programme 
We have been learning about Matariki, the Māori New Year and its traditions. We have explored Maori legends and values 
and learnt waiata (songs). We enjoyed a variety of art and craft activities including star painting, galaxy playdough with 
glitter stars and the decorating of the room and the awesome projector Ange brought in. We have planted seedlings with 
Jess and shown kaitiakitanga towards caring for our plants. We have also  reflected on the year, sharing some of our 
amazing achievements our tamariki have made with the update of our physical development and philosophy displays. The 
highlight of our celebrations was our Matariki whanau ‘Glow night’ where our little GBIT community came together for an 
evening of celebration, Fry bread and the amazing pudding  the Graham Whānau provided.  
 
We have celebrated a number of children leaving to begin their GBEC journey at the big kids using our special korowai 
that we started during Matariki last year. A Korowai is a traditional cloak which is used by Māori for special ceremonies 
representing prestige and honour. Traditionally made from the feathers of native NZ birds, the children who are leaving get 
to create their own handprint ‘feathers’ using material they provide from home. Sometimes this is an old top or onesie they 
used to wear while they attended the Infants & Toddlers, something for us to remember them by.  
 
This month we have enjoyed our fairy light displays. Children are naturally drawn to the gentle glow of the different lights 
and when exploring its opportunities they are encouraged to notice the subtle details as the light provokes colours, 
textures and physical properties of materials they may not otherwise see. Children focus for longer periods of time when 
engaged at looking at the different lights and the projector. As it adds a sense of curiosity to their experience. We have 
used a multitude of resources and will continue to extend on these experiences over the coming weeks. 
 
Other big interests this month have included trains and the song folder.  Due to spending more time                                               
inside with cold and wet weather the children are finding their old favourite things from last winter.                                                         
Many children are enjoying building extravagant train tracks with bridges and tunnels and love                                                                        
driving their procession of trains around and around the circuit. We are encouraging lots of turn                                                              
taking and communication with one another as often there are many hands wanting to play. The                                                       
song folder has provided hours of entertainment as children practice their turn taking and working                                   
alongside others with singing, action songs, laminated characters, and requests for well-loved songs.  
 

 

 

Sustainability Tip: 
The key to reducing your carbon footprint is to limit your 
energy use and consume less.  That said, any behaviour 
that conserves resources; recycling is one example, will 
reduced greenhouse gas pollution.  Here is a practical 
way to cut your greenhouse gas emissions: 
Unplugging your electronics when you are not                       
using them.  Many appliances consume energy                                           
even when you’re not using them – this is called                              
‘phantom load’ and it can cost you $100 or                           
more per year.  Prevent this by directly unplugging 
electronics or by plugging items into a surge 
protector/power strip and turning the whole strip off              
when you leave a room. 

Naming clothing and lost property: 
The winter months brings an increase in the layers of 
clothing worn by children and an increase in the volume 
of clothing left behind. We would like the support of 
parents in collecting excess clothing each day and 
naming clothing to make it easier for teachers to 
identifying clothing belonging to your child. There is 
currently high levels of lost property so if you are missing 
any items of clothing please check the lost property 
basket. Also please make sure you are packing enough 
clothes for your children – including a jacket at this time of 
the year! We usually say at least two spare changes per 
day, one for the current season and one for the opposite! 


