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WELCOME/FAREWELL 
A big welcome back to everyone for another amazing year, we are excited to see what 2021 has 
to offer. Welcome to the new families that have joined us over the past few weeks. We look 
forward to supporting your child as they learn, grow and to sharing many special moments with 
you. We hope your time with us is both exciting and rewarding. We have recently said farewell to 
Maddison, Grace and Zara who have transitioned to ‘the big kids’ centre.  Cassie, Rocky, Ollie 
and Ellie, will transition in March. 
 
 Staffing 

Becks has recently become qualified so this 
means she will return to working five days a 
week.  
Heather is returning for her last year of study so 
will go back to having 1 study day a week. 
It has been great to have Sue come in and 
help us out with relieving over the last few 
weeks too. 
If you have any questions, please see Nicola. 
 
 

Internal Review 
As some of you will be aware our current self-
review topic is on Primary Caregiving. Primary 
caregiving is when a teacher is assigned to a 
child so they can build strong reciprocal 
relationships built on trust and respect. They do 
this by engaging, interacting and being present 
with the children during routine times, such as 
meals, nappy changing and sleep times. The 
teacher should also do their best to be 
available for drop offs and pick-ups, so they can 
speak with whānau.  As part of this review we 
have been working hard at ensuring the primary 
teacher is available for parents and whānau to 
communicate with.  The team have been 
supporting teachers with new children so they 
can build trusting relationships.  We will also look 
at professional development on this topic later 
in the year. 
March will see our review/inquiry on 
sustainability start. 
 

Monthly te reo phrase 
Kei te peke koe – You are jumping 

This phrase can be easily adapted by changing the 
action word.  ie replace peke with oma.  

Kei te oma koe – you are running. 
 
Professional Development 
• We would like to thank Megan Roberts, 

Corban’s Mum for taking the time to lead 
professional development in Te Reo and 
Tikanga Māori for our teaching team 
throughout the year. 

• Ange, Jess & Nicola will be attending a 
meeting on sustainable practices and enviro 
schools next week.     

• Nicola will be attending a leadership course 
this week covering Education Reviews and 
maintaining quality improvement. 

 

BYO Spoon 
Please send a named spoon in your child’s 
lunchbox if they need one. Thank you! 

 

Minimising food-related choking risks 
The Ministry of Education has set new criteria regarding minimising food-related choking risks in early 
learning services. As a centre we must not provide the following high risk foods. Parents and caregivers 
are also advised not to provide these foods for their children while attending the centre.  

• Nuts 
• Marshmallows 
• Chippies 
• Large seeds i.e. pumpkin  

 

There are also a list of other foods that should be modified to reduce risks. This information can be 
found on the white board at the front door.   We will keep you up to date with any new information. 
If you would like to express your views or questions on this issue directly to the Ministry and members of 
parliament you can email the Minister of Education Chris Hipkins – chris.hipkins@parliament.govt.nz or 
contact our local MP – Kieran.Mcanulty@parliament.govt.nz  
 

• Hard rice crackers 
• Dried fruit 
• Popcorn 
• Sausages, saveloys and cheerios.  

 
 



Roll & booked times 
Our staff roster and ratios are worked out 
around the children’s booked attendance 
times, plus the Ministry of Education has 
become very firm with booked times matching 
attendance.  It is therefore important that your 
child is dropped off and collected on time to 
maintain legal and safe ratios.  We are only too 
willing to help with extra hours when we can, 
but this is unfortunately not always possible. 
Please see staff when necessary or email Nicola 
if you need to change your child’s hours.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminders! 
COVID 19: We ask you to continue being vigilant 
with using the hand sanitiser and scan our QR 
code poster when entering the building.   We are 
continuing with daily cleaning processes. Please 
keep your child home if they are unwell. 

Public holidays 
We will be closed:  
•  Waitangi Day, Monday the 8th February. 
•  Good Friday & Easter Monday, 2nd & 5th April 
 

Children’s Christmas Party 2021 
• Saturday 27th November 10am – 12.30pm 
 

Christmas Closure 
The centre will close on Friday the 24th of 
December 2021 at 3.00pm and reopen on 
Monday the 10th of January 2022. 
 
 

Centre Strategic Plan 
Over the next five years will be focusing on: 
Sustainability  
Working towards 100% qualified teachers 
Commitment to further education – including 
a scholarship for previous Good Beginnings 
students  
A strong cultural curriculum 
Emotional and social competency for 
children 

Changes of clothes 
Please ensure you have plenty of changes of 
named clothing in your child’s bag including 
underwear! We have very limited supply of 
spare clothing as they are not being returned. 
If you child does not have clothing to change 
in to, we may need to contact you to bring 
some in. Don’t forget a reusable bag too!  
 
PROGRAMME 
In the summer months it is very exciting to be 
able get outside to enjoy the sun and 
everything that nature has to offer. We                            
have been able to enjoy lots of water                  
play, messy play and painting times                 
recently and the children thrive off exploring 
and learning about textures, temperature and 
consistency of the resources. Due to the 
increase in water play etc please ensure you 
include a couple of changes of clothes in your 
child’s bag and a wet bag if possible. These can 
also be purchased from the centre for $6, just 
ask Ange or Alinna and we will sort this for you.  
The children have been enjoying a variety of 
resources and activities at the moment, mainly 
ones that they can do as a group. We have 
many children who are developing strong 
friendships.  We support these relationships 
along with their developing pro-social skills and 
language. Role modelling language, using sign 
language and conversations with the children 
are great ways to share ideas and build 
resilience as the children work through these 
new and exciting relationships.  

SUNSCREEN & HATS 
With summer here we do encourage the use of 
hats (we have a hat container) and sunscreen. 
We use Smart365 50+ and apply it at 
approximately 10.00am, 12.30pm                   
and 3.00pm.  
If your child has sensitive skin please                          
don’t hesitate to let us know and we                        
can apply sun screen that you                            
supply.  

Education Review and Audit 
We have had confirmation that 
both centres will be audited in 
March 2021. 
We are expecting the 
Education Review Office at 
both centres this year as well.  
 


