
Staffing  
Kimberley will be taking a year’s maternity leave 
starting Thursday the 4th of February. 
Unfortunately for us Adara is moving out of the 
Wairarapa and will be finishing on the 12th of 
February. We wish her all the best with future 
endeavours.  
We would like to welcome Grace whom we have 
recently employed to cover Kim’s Maternity 
leave.  Grace is about to start her second year 
of training with Te Rito Miaoha.   
Tash has been working with us over the School 
holidays to gain experience in early childhood 
education.  She has finished with us to get 
ready to return to college for her final year.     

 
 
  

Roll & booked times 
We have noticed many children getting collected 
after their booked times without consultation with 
staff.  Our staff roster and ratios are worked out 
around the children’s booked attendance times, plus 
the Ministry of Education has become very firm 
with booked times matching attendance.  It is 
therefore important that your child is dropped 
off and collected on time to maintain legal and 
safe ratios.  We are only too willing to help with 
extra hours when we can but this is unfortunately 
not always possible. Please see staff when 
necessary or email Nicola if you need to change 
your child’s hours.  
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KIA ORA KOUTOU, Welcome back for 2021! 
We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas break. The teaching team look forward to spending another 

year working alongside you and supporting your child/ren’s learning and development. 
We hope this year has less surprises in store! 

 

Transitioners 
A big welcome Zara, Grace, Maddison and to their 
whānau as they have now officially started at the 
Educare Centre.  
Cassie, Rocky, Ollie and Ellie have started their 
transition visits and will officially start in March. 
 
 
 Reminders! 
COVID 19: We ask you to continue being vigilant 
with using the hand sanitiser and scan our QR code 
poster when entering the building.   We are 
continuing with daily cleaning processes. Please 
keep your child home if they are unwell. 

Public holidays 
We will be closed:  
•  Waitangi Day, Monday the 8th February. 
•  Good Friday & Easter Monday, 2nd & 5th April 
 

Children’s Christmas Party 2021 
• Saturday 27th November 10am – 12.30pm 
 

Christmas Closure 
The centre will close on Friday the 24th of 
December 2021 at 3.00pm and reopen on Monday 
the 10th of January 2022. 
 

 
Professional Development 
• We would like to thank Megan Roberts, 

Corban’s Mum for taking the time to lead 
professional development in Te Reo and Tikanga 
Māori for our Teaching Team throughout the 
year. 

• Nolla and Nicola will be attending a meeting on 
sustainable practices and enviro schools next 
week.     

• Nicola will be attending a leadership course 
this week covering Education Reviews and 
maintaining quality improvement. 

 

Te Reo phrase	
Kei te peke koe – You are jumping 

This phrase can be easily adapted by changing the 
action word.  ie replace peke with oma.  

Kei te oma koe – you are running. 
 

BYO SPOON 
Please send a named spoon in your child’s lunchbox 
if they need one. Thank you! 

 



Internal review 
We are beginning to finalise our current internal 
review on Programme Planning. To ensure our 
programme planning cycle is effective we have 
made improvements to the way we document, 
record and evaluate children’s individual and 
group, learning and progress.  In March we will 
start our review on sustainable practices. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Programme    
The tamariki have all settled back into the programme well.  
We continue to see a large focus on early literacy, reading, rhyming and writing                                                           
names.  
Imaginary play and family play continue to be a large focus with the tamariki                                                          
acting out experiences from home and the wider world of work. Developing their                                                                             
working theories for making sense of the world around them.  
There has been a renewed focus in the arts this year and the tamariki are discovering different ways to 
be creative and expressive through the many art experiences that are provided. Children are also using 
the arts as a means to explore their interests in schemas such as; trajectory, positioning, transforming, 
rotation and enveloping. Flowing on from the Christmas art activities we provided last year the tamariki 
continue to love to wrap! With many ‘presents’ still going home daily! If you have any left-over wrapping 
paper or food boxes at home these would be greatly appreciated.   
Our natural environment is flourishing in the warm and often wet weather, bringing with it many insects 
and bugs for the tamariki to investigate and explore. The children often go on bug hunts and we are 
learning about our role as kaitiaki - guardians of the earth, caring for our environment and the creatures 
that live on and in it.   
 

 

There is an ongoing group focus in jumping, and the tamariki enjoy challenging their developing physical 
skills - Taha tinana. To extend on this interest the teaching team have been providing many jumping 
activities and the children have since been setting their own jumping challenges. It’s great to see the 
tamariki developing great pro-social skills, including others, encouraging each other and taking turns to 
participate while jumping in the sandpit, over the hurdles and off of the boxes.  

 

Minimising food-related choking risks 
The Ministry of Education has set new criteria regarding minimising food-related choking risks in early 
learning services. As a centre we must not provide the following high risk foods. Parents and caregivers 
are also advised not to provide these foods for their children while attending the centre.  

• Nuts 
• Marshmallows 
• Chippies 
• Large seeds i.e. pumpkin  

 

There are also a list of other foods that should be modified to reduce risks. This information can be 
found on the board next to the sign in sheet.   We will keep you up to date with any new information. 
If you would like to express your views or questions on this issue directly to the Ministry and members of 
parliament you can email the Minister of Education Chris Hipkins – chris.hipkins@parliament.govt.nz or 
contact our local MP – Kieran.Mcanulty@parliament.govt.nz  
 

Changes of clothes 
Please ensure you have plenty of changes of named 
clothing in your child’s bag including underwear! We 
have very limited supply of spare clothing as they 
are not being returned. If you child does not have 
clothing to change in to, we may need to contact 
you to bring some in. Don’t forget a reusable bag 
too!  
 

• Hard rice crackers 
• Dried fruit 
• Popcorn 
• Sausages, saveloys and cheerios.  

 
 

Centre Strategic Plan 
Over the next five years will be focusing on: 
Sustainability  
Working towards 100% qualified teachers 
Commitment to further education – including 
a scholarship for previous Good Beginnings 
students  
A strong cultural curriculum 
Emotional and social competency for children 


