
REMINDER – Attendance Register 
Please remember to sign your child in and 
out every day.  The attendance register is 
located inside the front door.   This is the 
roll we use in an emergency and will be vital 
for contact tracing should the need arise. 

 

Good Beginnings Infants & Toddlers 
MAY 2020 NEWSLETTER  

 
Kia ora te whānau! Wow what a crazy few weeks we've had! We hope you have all kept safe 

and well at home in your bubble, and had a fabulous Easter! Some of you have shared stories 
of what you have been doing on your child’s online portfolio  which we have truly valued 

having these come through. Also a huge thank you to all those that filled in the 
‘aspiration/goal stars’, we really appreciate the time you have taken to write these 

responses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 E leai se mea e sili 
atu i lo lou aiga. 

 
Nothing is more important than                                                                                            

your family. 

 
 

 

INTERNAL REVIEW 
Our review on transitions highlighted the 
need to ensure information for whānau and 
the big kids centre was available in a timely 
manner.  We have addressed this and will 
monitor over the coming months.   We trialled 
‘waiting bibs’ for the toddlers who were 
waiting for their turn in the dining room.  We 
were really impressed with how quickly they 
understood the concept of wearing these so 
teachers could identify who wanted kai next 
and happily involved themselves in play until it 
was their turn.  We also reflected on our 
farewell celebration for our toddlers and 
have developed an invite for whānau to attend 
our poroporoake where the Infants & 
Toddlers teacher’s ‘gift our treasured 
tamariki’ to the teaching team at the big kids.   
The new primary teacher at the big kids will 
also endeavour to post a ‘learning story’ 
introducing themselves. 
We will also strive to make more links 
between the centres through outings, visits 
and technology (zoom). 
 
We are in the beginning stages of our new 
internal review on programme planning. 
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STAFFING 
We would like to offer a huge WELCOME 
BACK to Alex who is returning after a year 
of maternity leave.  Alex will work four days 
a week, with Wednesdays off. 
A BIG thank you to Harata who has worked 
while Alex was away.  Harata will continue to 
work a minimum of two days at the centre 
along with working at the big kids. 
 
 
 

EDUCATION REVIEW OFFICE & AUDIT 
Due to the pandemic ERO & the Ministry 
audit department will be in touch in the near 
future to reschedule their visits.  
 

MATARIKI  
Matariki is the Māori name for the star 
cluster known as Pleiades. It is also the 
name for the Māori New Year celebration. 
With this fast approaching we are beginning 
to think about different ways in which we 
can celebrate this and we wondered if you 
had any ideas or if you could share with us 
how you celebrate matariki at home? 
 

MONTHLY TE REO PHRASE 
 

“Nei te tahi? – This one?” 
 

If you have a phrase or waiata you use at home 
with your child, in any language, we would love to 
know what it is so that we can use it at the 
centre too!  
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                              
 
 
 
 
                                                       

 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to all the essential  
workers who are continuing  
to keep the country running!    
 

 
 
 
 
 

We truly appreciate the support being 
shown in our community – we are in this 

together and we’ll get through this 
together one step at a time. 

 

PROGRAMME 
Since we reopened under alert level 3 we 
have had minimal children attending.  Our 
focus has been on supporting the children 
and families well-being as they have settled 
back into centre life.   Although this in itself 
has been very different under level 3. With 
the lovely fine days we have spent time 
exploring the outside environment.  We have 
started practicing sign language to go with 
the song Old MacDonald had a farm and look 
forward to sharing it with the other children 
as they return. 

TRANSITIONERS 
Natalie, Zeb and Samantha will be 
transitioning to ‘the big kids’.  We wish them 
all the best and look forward to hearing 
about their adventures.  
 

WINTER IS ON ITS WAY… 
Physical education is such an important part 
of children’s learning and development that 
we endeavour to be outside as much as 
possible. 
Please provide plenty of changes of named 
warm clothing for your child, including a 
jacket so that they can join in the fun, and 
learn through exploration of the natural 
environment. This wet weather creates a 
wet and muddy environment for us to 
explore! So, your children probably will get 
dirty! Gumboots are also great for outside 
play, please name them! Please check that        
you are taking the correct pair home              
with your child at the end of  
the day :)  
 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
Reminder we will be closed for Queen’s 
Birthday - Monday the 3rd of June.  
 
 

HEALTH 
As always, the well-being of the children, their 
whānau and staff is at the forefront of our 
policies and procedures.  No doubt with the 
current pandemic there may be regulatory 
changes due to this.  We will endeavour to keep 
you abreast of any changes that come from the 
Ministry of Health or Ministry of Education. 
If your child is unwell or anyone in your 
household, please keep them home to limit the 
chance of transmission.  If you are unsure, 
please make contact with a senior teacher  
(Nicola, Ange, Alinna or Casey) to discuss. 
Thank you for your support in helping              
us with this. 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
Please discuss with your child’s primary 
teacher or a person responsible if you 
intend for your child to celebrate their 
birthday at the centre. At this stage 
under the health and safety guidelines we 
are unable to have any shared kai        
within the centre.   
                    

JULY SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
The July school holidays will continue to 
be between the 6th and 17th of July 2020.  
Please let us know by Friday the 12th of 
June if your child will be absent to take 
advantage of our ‘no parents’ fees policy. 
 


