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WELCOME/FAREWELL 
A big welcome to the new families that have joined us over the past few weeks. We look 
forward to watching your child learn, grow and to sharing many special moments with you.  
We hope your time with us is both exciting and rewarding.   We have recently said farewell to 
Rocky, Cassie, Ellie and Oliver who have transitioned to the big kids centre.  William and Isla 
will be starting at the Educare Centre in April. 

INTERNAL REVIEWS 
From our programme planning review, 
teachers have gained a more in-depth 
understanding on the planning cycle.  We 
have introduced new templates which has 
supported teachers in making links 
between theory, practice and what 
learning they are wanting children to gain 
for the experiences provided.   We 
continue to want your input into your 
child’s learning – please let us know what 
form of communication works best for you. 
Over the next six months our review will  
focus on sustainability. What this means for 
us as a centre and what we can do to 
improve our sustainble practices for the 
children. Practicing sustainability empowers 
children to construct knowledge, explore 
values and develop an appreciation of the 
environment. In the early years there 
is enormous potential in fostering a child’s 
values, attitudes, skills and behaviours that 
support sustainable development. As a 
learning community we need to work 
together to teach our children about 
sustainability practices.  Each newsletter we 
will have a ‘sustainability tip’ section.                              
We would love to hear about                              
practices you implement at home                       
that we could share with other                        
families. 
   
   

SURVEY MONKEY 
Thank you so much for completing the online 
survey.  We value all the feedback – both  
positive and things we need to work on.  This 
helps the centre to continue to adapt 
policies and practices to support the tamariki 
and you to provide quality care and 
education. 
 

MONTHLY TE REO PHRASE 
Kei hea tō/ō – where is/are your ……. 
…… hū – shoes 
…… poraka – jersey  
…… tarau – pants  
…… pouaka kai – lunchbox 
…… inu - drink 

EDUCATION REVIEW OFFICE (ERO) 
Rod and Carol from ERO will be visiting the 
centre between the 6th to 8th of April 2021.  
During this time they will be looking closely at 
our paperwork, procedures and teaching 
practices.  They may wish to talk with some 
families about Good Beginnings and we 
would love to know if any of you are keen to 
do this. 
  

CIVIL DEFENCE KITS 
Please remember to bring in your childs civil 
defence kit so we can store it in case of 
emergency.   We suggest using a named ice 
cream container.  Suggestions of food                               
to pop in there are on the white                        
board at the front door.  Don’t forget                        
milk powder if your child is still having bottles. 
 

WARM CLOTHES 
As we are getting into cooler weather, 
please ensure there is a mixture of clothing  
along with spare clothing in your child’s 
bag.  Physical play is a big part of our 
programme so we endeavour to have 
outside play every day.   



ROLL & BOOKED TIMES 
We have noticed many children getting 
collected after their booked times without 
consultation with staff. Our staff roster and 
ratios are worked out around the children’s 
booked attendance times.  The Ministry of 
Education also expects booked times  to 
match attendance. It is therefore 
important that your child is dropped off 
and collected on time to maintain legal 
and safe ratios. We are only too willing to 
help with extra hours when we can but this 
is unfortunately not always possible. Please 
see staff when necessary or email Nicola if 
you need to change your child’s hours. 
 

KOROWAI 
We have been working on something very 
special to have as a taonga - 
acknowledging the  importance of 
everyone being a part of the centre and 
how we all connect as taha whānau. 
Our Korowai cloak represents each 
individual and their importance, through 
their journey and the connection they 
have to the centre whānau.  When each  
tamariki leaves the centre they are able to 
leave a hand print that is added to the 
cloak.  Each hand represents the idenity 
and the impact the child has left behind 
with us. Through the jouney of creating our 
Korowai together, we are reminded of the 
connections and                                           
relationships between                                                                 
the tamariki, whānau                                                  
and kaiako. Establishing                                             
whanaugatanga as we                                                    
all contribute towards                                                  
strengthening our                                                     
support, security and                                       
identity as one. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PROGRAMME 
With the warm months we have been spending a lot of time outdoors.  We have been 
having a lot of water and sensory play.  Messy play can help children to develop hand-eye 
coordination, share in group activites, experiment with and explore properties of solutions. 
 

The monkey bars we borrowed from GBEC proved to be a huge hit for most of the children.  
The children gained confidence as they challenged themselves to climb and swing.  This 
piece of equipment focuses on building upper body strength along with coordination.  
 

Vehicles and diggers continue to be another strong interest.  We have                                             
been for walks in the community to see them working.  Many of the                                                    
children have been enjoying our new inside diggers and trucks – they                                             
are just the right size for lots of inside fun.  
 

We also had a real life fire engine come to visit the centre and the tamariki loved it! The 
children were offered to sit in the fire truck and we did our best to get as many photos as 
we could. We even had some of our friends come to see it from the big centre. 
 

                            
 
 
 
 
 

Family and dramatic play has been a focus of late, particularly caring for the baby dolls 
and baking in the sandpit.  Children are rein acting experiences of cooking through what 
they have seen or helped cook.   We were also lucky enough to have                                            
Syndee (Jin’s Mum) come in to make dumplings with us as part of our                                           
Chinese New Year celebration. What a treat!! Thank you so much                                         
Syndee for your time, effort and patience with us and the tamariki.  

  

A huge thank you to the firefighters at the Masterton Fire Station for 
coming     down and showing the children the equipment and sharing 
some stickers!!  The fire engine has supported the children’s interest in 
the ‘Nee Naw’ books which we listen to regularly.  
 

Manaaki Whenua.  Manaaki Tangata. 
Haere whakamua. 

Care for the land.  Care for the people. 
Go forward. 


