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Welcome to our first newsletter. What a busy few weeks we have had as we continue to transition from 
Little Ferns to Good Beginnings.  You may have noticed a few changes happening and we wish to assure you 

any changes are implemented with the tamariki best interest at the heart of every decision we make, 
along with legal requirements set by the Ministry of Education. As always if you have any concerns, 

questions or want to clarify something please don’t hesitate to ask.  Moving forward as we continue on our 
journey we will be seeking your input on many areas - from goals/aspirations you may have for your child 
while they attend the centre to long term goals for the centre itself.  We appreciate many of you lead 
busy lives and we are happy for you to have as much input into the centre as you want or can afford. 

 

MEET THE TEACHING TEAM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kia ora whanau.  My name is Sophie.  I am the team leader at Good Beginnings Early Learning Centre.  
I have been working in the early childhood sector for almost 10 years, and I am fully qualified and 
registered. I currently live in Feilding with my partner.  
I believe that the world around us is here to be explored, experienced, engaged with, and 
discovered, so I enjoy travelling our beautiful country whenever I have the chance.  
My personal and professional philosophy begins in the heart, the manawa. I believe that the child’s 
emotional well-being is to be nurtured first and foremost, before any other learning can effectively 
take place. Children learn through responsive and reciprocal relationships with the adults who 
surround them, as well as through free and uninterrupted play. Play is how tamariki an make sense of 
the world around them, come up with working theories, and build social and emotional competency. 
My goal is that all the tamariki at Good Beginnings know that they have a place in our warm and 
homely centre, that they know they are valued as individuals, that they have adults around them who 
have their best interests at heart and who understand their individual needs, and that they see 
themselves forever as confident learners. With strong and meaningful relationships with 
parents/whānau, I believe we can ensure our tamariki have the best outcomes in life. 

 
   

My name is Suné.  I am a 
qualified teacher from South 
Africa.  I started my teaching 
career in 2014.  I married my 
best friend in 2015 and were 
blessed with a little girl in 
2018.  We emigrated to New 
Zealand in 2020.   
Early Childhood Education is 
the foundation of every  
child’s education and that’s why 
I take pride when helping a 
child grow and develop.  In my 
spare time I like to explore 
New Zealand with my family. 
 

Kia ora! My name is Lynne.   
I live in Palmerston North and have three beautiful grown children and six beautiful grandchildren.  I 
am a fully registered early childhood teacher and have always had a passion for children’s care and 
development. 
Building loving, respectful relationships are at the heart of my philosophy as I believe this is what 
empowers children to learn and become competent and confident lifelong learners. 
I enjoy working in a professional environment and being immersed in the world of early childhood, 
observing children’s development is an extraordinary experience. 
I would appreciate any feedback or input you have to share and I want you to feel free to come and 
have a chat anytime.  I look forward to working alongside you and your family. 
 
 

Kia ora.  My name is Zara and I 
have recently finished my 
Bachelor of Teaching through 
the University of Waikato.  I 
live with my partner of six 
years and love spending time 
exploring our own country.  I 
have had a passion for teaching 
since I was young and believe all 
children should be given the 
opportunity to have a rich  
helping a child grow and 
learning experiences that 
enhance or enable their 
learning.  In my spare time you 
will find me in the kitchen 
baking and decorating cakes for 
family and friends. 
 



 
 
 

 
Joe and I (Nicola) purchased our first centre in 2006 and together we are 
the working owners for Good Beginnings.  I have had just on 30 years’ 
experience and love to spend time working with the tamariki.  I believe 
relationships between teachers, whānau and tamariki are the foundation of 
quality care and education.  I pride myself in offering children meaningful 
experiences and supporting their learning through intentional teaching.  As 
part of my role I also mentor the teaching team to become the best 
teachers possible.  Joe is the administration and maintenance person for our 
three centres and you will often find him getting the tamariki to help him 
‘fix’ something. 
Our free time is spent on our lifestyle block, watching our sons sport along 
with participating in our chosen sports – Joe plays football and I participate 
in competitive walking. 

We look forward to meeting you and being a part of your child’s educational journey. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NEW EQUIPMENT 
Last week saw the arrival of new climbing boxes and planks.  The 
children have enjoyed challenging their physical abilities on 
these and the spinning seat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the next few months we will be looking to top up the bark 
area where the climbing equipment is and add more sand to the 
sandpit.  As time goes on, we would like to repaint the inside of 
the centre so you may see some test-pot colours on the walls – 
we would love your thoughts. 

SICKNESS 
With the winter months comes the usual 
coughs and colds.  If your child is unwell 
please keep them home to ensure they can 
rest and recover.   

WELCOME / FAREWELL  
Welcome to new families who have joined us.  We hope your time 
with us is enjoyable and rewarding.   
We have children heading off to school in term 3 and wish them 
all the best on their educational journey. 

Nǐ hǎo my name is Yùxiān.   My first 
language is Mandarin, and I can also sing 
in Cantonese.  I have worked at schools 
from China, England, and Northern 
Ireland for five years.  I am passionate 
about play based learning and  an 
inclusive learning environment.  As a 
firm believer in parental engagement I 
believe family has the greatest impact 
on young people’s development.  In my 
spare time, I enjoy arts and  
astronomy.  My idol is Professor Brian 
Cox, the English Astro-Physicist, who 
makes science the popular culture in the 
UK.  I hope I can inspire my students 
like he does. 
 

 

Kia ora I am Tayla.  I am 
passionate about early 
childhood education and 
have been teaching in ECE 
for almost nine years and 
have recently started 
training towards a degree in 
early childhood education.  I 
have a five-year-old 
daughter named Aubrey.  In 
my spare time I enjoy 
working on cars and learning 
the mechanical aide of them. 

MID WINTER PYJAMA DAY 
With winter comes inside days and we 
thought a fun idea would be a pyjama day to 
celebrate winter.  On the Friday the 30th of 
July children and teachers can come dressed 
in their PJs for the day.  We will also have a 
special morning tea to celebrate this day. 

MATARIKI 
To celebrate Matariki we have decided to make vegetable soup with rewena bread on 9th July - the children will have 
this as part of their lunch.  Other experiences will include – artwork, replanting the garden, waiata and books. 

Tukua kia tū takitahi ngā whetū o te rangi 
 

Let each star in the sky shine its own light 
 


