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CHRISTMAS 
In light of the Covid 19 situation in New Zealand it 
is with deep regret that we are unable to plan for 
and hold our usual Children’s Christmas Party.  
With such uncertainty we have decided the 
centre will instead gift each child a book                   
on their last day of attendance for 2021.  
 

The Centre will Close for the Christmas period on 
Friday the 24th of December at 3pm and will 
reopen on Monday the 10th of January 2022.   

NAU MAI 

A big welcome to Jackson, Jin, Ruby, Hunt lee, 
Georgia and Nathan who have transitioned from 

the Infants and Toddlers Centre. 

	

	

	

 
 

HAERE RĀ 
Indi, Caspian, Mikaela, Peyton and Sophie who all 
started school at the beginning of term 4.  Bodean 
will be starting school in a few weeks’ time.  
We wish them and their whānau all the best as they 
continue on their learning journey. 
 

ERO VISITING  
We have received notification that the Education 
Review Office (ERO) are scheduled to do an Akarangi | 
Quality Evaluation of our Centre sometime between the 
18th of October and the 17th of December.  The  Ministry 
team usually spend a few days at the centre and are 
happy to chat with whānau.  Let us know if you would 
like to be a part of this review. All education services are 
reviewed regularly and we look forward to their 
feedback.   Once completed this review can be found 
at www.ero.govt.nz. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Earthquake safety week – we will join the national 
shakeout earthquake drill at 9:30 on Thursday 28th 
October.  Feel free to join us and see how well the 
children move into the ‘turtle safe’ position. 

INTERNAL EVALUATIONS 
Programme Planning we revisited our 
programme planning and found that 
teachers are embedding the templates we 
adopted during our original review.  These 
templates have shown an increase in 
successfully documenting a relevant, rich 
and responsive curriculum.  We will 
continue to develop assessment 
documentation to clearly identify the 
impact the planning has had on the 
learning outcomes for children. 
 

We are in the process of wrapping up our 
internal review focus on sustainability. 
The Teaching team will continue to 
implement sustainable practices and 
support the tamariki to develop a sense of 
Kaitiaki by looking in to other recycling 
initiatives, learning about water 
conservation in the summer months and we 
will continue to recycle our paper into fire 
bricks and grow our fruit and vegetables.  
Reminder if you have spare fruit or 
vegetables that you would like to share; we 
still have our kai sharing kete! 
 

Our next internal review we focus on social 
and emotional competency. 
 

THANKING YOU 
Once again we wish to show our appreciation for your 
continued support in reviewing our policy changes and 
completing questionnaires. 
 

Everyone who completed the Sustainability 
questionnaire went in the draw to win a box of 
chocolates –  
Congratulations to the Veale family!  
In the coming weeks you will received an invitation to 
complete a confidential questionnaire on forms of 
communication.  We want to ensure we are 
communicating in ways that meets every ones needs & 
whānau can be involved in the programme as much as 
they want. 
 

KUPU MĀORI – TE REO PHRASE 
Me whai koko ahau - I need a spoon. 
We are currently focusing on how we can use 
more te reo māori when we come together for 
kai.  
Do you have te reo māori phrases that you use at 
home? We would love for you to share these with 
us! 
 
 
 

ROLL 
Our roll continues to be full heading into 2022.  In 
the next day or two you will receive a form to 
indicate what days and hours you would prefer for 
2022 – please ensure you have this back at the 
centre by Friday the 29th of October 2021.  Thanks. 



  
 
 
 

 

PROGRAMME 
The tamariki have really enjoyed caring for our vegetable garden which we 
have replanted after doing a bean experiment to discover what plants 
need to grow. We have now planted many different vegetables, broccoli, 
cauliflower, silver beet, tomatoes and our ongoing beans. We have also 
planted some strawberries all as part of environmental education for 
sustainability. Through our gardening, tamariki are learning skills in caring for 
the environment, taking responsibility, and playing active part in running the 
centre, tamariki have been using all of their senses and they are developing 
working theories to make sense of their natural world.  
Through gardening we have also being learning about te ao Māori (The māori world view), learning about 
and saying karakia when planting and harvesting kai. We have been learning about Atua Māori, looking 
after, being kaitiaki for Papatūānuku and understanding the importance of Rongomātane who supplies us 
with our cultivated foods from our garden and the tears of Ranginui that give us the water to sustain our 
plants. 
 

Creative expression continues to be an interest for the children. Through this interest they have been 
sharing their funds of knowledge and generating and refining their working theories through dramatic play, 
storytelling and artwork, making connections with people places and things in their world and discovering 
different ways to express their feelings and ideas using a wide range of material and modes|he korero 
auaha.  
 

The Teaching Team have been supporting many children as they explore 
their mathematical thinking through construction, puzzles and group games. 
Within this play we have seen tuakana teina in action as the older or more 
experiences tamariki are supporting their peers to participate. Through these 
experiences the tamariki are developing their knowledge and ability to 
recognise mathematical symbols and concepts and use them with 
enjoyment, meaning and purpose | he kōrero pāngarau. 

 

The tamariki have been exploring their physical skills within the  
physically challenging environment that we provide. They are setting  
their own goals and creating their own obstacles and jumping  
challenges, developing their ability to ‘Move confidently and challenge 
 themselves physically | te wero ā-tinana’ while leading their own  
learning – Rangatiratanga.   
 

WARMER WEATHER  
With the unpredictable spring weather please ensure 
your child/ren have named clothing for both warm 
and cold days.  
With the warmer weather also comes water play! So 
please ensure your child/ren have a wet bag and a 
couple of changes of cooler clothing. Don’t forget to 
check their bags for wet clothing at the end of the 
day. 
Sunscreen is applied at approximately 10:30, 12:30 & 
3:30 - if your child arrives after these times please 
ensure you apply sunscreen before they arrive. 
We do try to encourage the tamariki to wear a sunhat 
and or play in the shaded aeras. Please ensure they 
bring a named hat or if you prefer you can leave a hat 
at the centre in the pōtae basket. The sunshades 
usually go up at the end of October.  

REMINDERS 
Please collect your child’s art from  
the art box regularly.  
This is located in the art room next  
to the paint easel.  
 

Just a reminder that chippies, grain waves, 
and the Nice and Natural fruit strings, animals 
and watches are to be saved for treats at 
home. As part of our commitment to uphold 
the Healthy Heart Award & follow Ministry 
regulations these are to be excluded from 
lunchboxes due to the high fat, high sugar 
content and potential choking hazard.  
 

Please provide a spoon in your  
child’s lunch box!  Ours seem to  
be disappearing again! 
 

 

Please let us 
know if there is 

anything we can 
do to support 

you during these 
times of 

uncertainty. 

It is with sadness that we mourn the                                    
recent passing of Frances Ball.                                     
Frances touched the hearts of many                                  
as a friend, a teacher and mentor                                     
during her years as an early                                   
childhood teacher and one of the                     
founding owners of Good Beginnings.  


