
Thank you! 
A big thank you to those of you who have donated 
resources, your time, paper, boxes and fruit.  We 
really appreciate it and so do the tamariki. 
 
 
 
 
 

Fee increase 
Due to the ongoing rise in operational costs we 
have had to review our fees - this was last reviewed 
in 2019. As from the 1st of April 2021 the new rate 
for 3 year olds and over, and any new enrolments 
will be $7.00 per hour. Children who use the 
Governments 20 ECE hours at Good Beginnings 
will continue to attend free of charge during these 
hours. For those families who are eligible for a 
WINZ childcare subsidy these will still apply.   
 

Public Holidays  
We will be closed: 
Easter Friday - 2nd of April  
Easter Monday - 5th of April   
ANZAC day - observed on the 26th of April  

Birthday celebrations  
Recently we have had a lot of Birthday 
Celebrations and the Teaching team is mindful that 
at times it feels like we are having treats every day 
and as we are committed to upholding our Healthy 
heart gold achievement we want to promote 
healthy eating.  
We recognise birthday celebrations are a huge part 
of our culture as kiwi’s and we want to ensure we 
can continue to celebrate these here at the centre. 
But please do not feel obligated to bring 
something for your child to share. If you do wish to 
bring something please limit it to one item for 
example, a cake not a cake and lollies. Please 
discuss what you intend to do/bring with your 
child’s key teacher or another team member before 
the day.  
All food provided must be in accordance with best 
practices set out by the ministry of health. We   
cannot provide popcorn, marshmallows or cheerios 
etc.  
When in Alert level 2 to prevent the spread of 
infection a piece of cake will be cut off so that the 
child can blow a candle out. In this instance we 
recommend bringing cupcakes instead. 
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Te Reo Māori Phrase 
Thank you to Megan Roberts for once again 
supporting us to correctly word these phrases.    
This month we are implementing phrases to 
support children taking or waiting for their turn: 
 

Kei a (child’s name) te wa – It is (child’s name) turn. 
Kei ahau te wā – it is my turn. 

 

Transitioners 
To School: 
Haere rā Zara & Austin! Austin will be starting 
school at the beginning of Term 2 in May.   
To Good Beginnings Educare Centre: 
A Big Welcome to Cassie, Rocky, Ollie and Ellie 
who started in March.  William and Isla are our next 
group of transitioners from GBIT and they will be 
starting in April.  
 

Internal review 
We are in the final stages of our programme 
planning review and will share our findings in our 
next newsletter.   
We are currently beginning a new review on 
sustainable practices.  Nolla, Nicola and Rebecca 
have recently attended the Wairarapa Early 
Childhood Sustainability Hub and we have already 
initiated some changes. 
Thank you to those of you who have                                 
supported our goal to reduce the                           
amount of yogurt containers that                                       
are disposed. If your child needs a                                       
spoon please remember to add one in their lunch 
box.   
 
 

Teaching team 
Welcome Olivia! Olivia is in her third Year of training 
for her Bachelor of Teaching ECE with Te Rito 
Maioha and she will be working Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays during the term and 
Tuesdays and Thursdays as well during the 
holidays. 
 

 



 

 

Accounts 
We have noticed the odd account creeping up.  
Please ensure accounts are paid on time or contact 
Joe or Nicola if you need to discuss a payment 
plan.  

Matariki Whānau Evening 
We are looking at holding a whānau evening to 
celebrate Matariki – star gazing, kai and hopefully 
Zappo the magician.  Keep Thursday the 24th of 
June evening free. 

  
Programme 
 

The children have really enjoyed learning about the life cycle and 
metamorphosis of tadpoles to frogs. Learning first-hand about how to 
care for these amphibians when they are not in their natural 
environment. The Tamariki have had the opportunity to generate and 
refine their own working theories about these living creatures and their 
place within our world and the eco system.  
Thank you very much to Peter Veale’s whānau for providing this  
experience for our tamariki!  

 

We have had one lonely caterpillar which is now a chrysalis on our swan plant. The tamariki 
have demonstrated kaitiaki as they have cared for this plant, painstakingly removing all the 
aphids to ensure there were enough leaves to sustain our caterpillar until it began its 
metamorphosis. Thank you to River’s family for advising us on safe ways to do this and 
bringing in tools for us to use. 
 

The children have really enjoyed exploring and challenging their physical skills on the 
obstacle course and with the tunnels - taha tinana in action. Jumping continues to 
be a large group focus and the children are learning about gravity, length, height 
and force, as well as developing social skills taking turns and encouraging each 
other to persevere and reach the goals that they have set for themselves - leading 
their own learning.   
 

Tuakana teina in action is seen throughout the programme and it’s great to see our 
tamariki taking care of and leading others. A real sense of Belonging can be seen within our Good 
Beginnings whānau as more experienced children support the learning of others, take others under their 
wing, and initiate and include all their peers in their play providing an inclusive environment. The tamariki 
are demonstrating their excellent pro-social skills as they empathise, take on others points of view and 
show respect for others.   
 

As part of our internal review on sustainable practices we are looking at changes that we can make to 
reduce our wastage and the tamariki have enjoyed recycling paper from their art activities  to create paper 
bricks, which will be given to our whānau for starting their fire’s in the upcoming winter months.  
 

News basket 

Don't forget to check the news basket. It is getting  
very full of left over toys.  
 

   

 
 

 

 

PLEASE name your child’s clothing & shoes 
We often have multiple children with the same 
clothing or shoes and as you can imagine it is very 
easy to accidentally take the wrong item.  It would 
be a huge help to us if your child’s belongings were 
named.  With the cooler Autumn mornings and hot 
days please ensure your child has a selection              
of clothing in their bag.  We do not have a lot 
of spare clothing so you may be rung to drop 
some off if there isn’t appropriate clothing  
available. 
 

School holidays / absences 
Reminder there is a three week notice period if your 
child is going to be away and you want to take 
advantage of ‘no parent fees’. 
 

Manaaki Whenua.  Manaaki Tangata. 
Haere whakamua. 

Care for the land.  Care for the people. 
Go forward. 


