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Transitioners 
To School: 
Haere rā to Charlotte who started school in June, 
along with Ruby, Deegan, Asa and Han who will start 
school in term 3. 
To Good Beginnings Educare Centre:  
A big Welcome to Hunter, Matthew, Taylor and 
Braxton who have recently started at the big kids. 
   
 

Upcoming events 
Earthquake safety week is from the 20th to 
24 July – we will practice our earthquake drill 
each day.  A reminder if you haven’t brought in 
a civil defense kit for your child, please do. 
Onesie day is on 4th September                                
please send your child in their                                  
onesies or PJ‘s and bring along                                 
a gold coin donation for the                          
Wellington Free Ambulance.  We are the only 
region in New Zealand that has a free 
ambulance service! Whatever we raise Good 
Beginnings will match. 
                    

Lost property 
The lost property container is once again full! 
There is also half a basket of socks! 

Warm clothing 
Winter is upon us! Please bring a jacket for your 
child to wear outside and changes of named warm 
clothing. Although it may be cold, physical 
development is such an important part of learning 
we endeavour to be outside as much as possible. 
Even if it is just for a short run around between 
showers. 
 

Metal lids 
We are currently collecting metal lids (eg jam) to 
create a section with open ended resources.  We 
would appreciate you bringing in any lids that you 
have. 
 

Children’s Christmas Party 
28th November 2020 – 10am to 12 noon at Memorial 
Park, Dixon Street Masterton.  Further details  to 
follow closer to the time. 

Welcome back 
A big welcome back to everyone after what has 
been interesting times.  We really appreciate 
all the support our community has shown each 
other. 
Thank you all for your support over the recent 
months and in keeping unwell children at home. 
We still have many health and hygiene 
procedures in place at level 1. Hand sanitiser is 
still available at the front door and at the 
bottom of the back ramp, we do encourage you 
to continue to use it when entering and exiting 
the premises.  
 
 

Matariki 
Matariki is from the 13th to the 20th of July.  
As part of our celebrations of the Māori New Year there are some stars next to the sign in sheet, 
please think of an aspiration or goal that you have for your child/ren’s learning and write it on one of 
the stars.  
We have been learning the Matariki song and will be re-planting our vegetable garden. We also have 
many more activities and resources that we will be providing over this time so keep an eye on the art 
work display wall.  The children loved having shared kai on Friday – thank you to everyone for your 
contribution. 
	

Christmas Closure 
The centre will close at 3.00pm on                         
Thursday the 24th of December 2020 &              
reopen at 7.30am on Monday the 11th of                
January 2021. 
 

Monthly Te Reo Phrase 
Kei te reri koutou? – Are you ready? 



 

Programme 
 

The teaching team have noticed that the tamariki have really enjoyed coming back together, seeing each 
other again after such an extended period of time away. They have all settled back into centre life 
amazingly well and we have noticed a group interest in office work, the wider world work, literacy and 
pictorial art. This is surely a result of the children spending so much time observing their whānau 
working from home and their older siblings doing their schooling. 
  

We were lucky enough to return in time to celebrate Samoan language week and to support our 
development of Gagana Samoa we have been learning parts of the body in Samoan with a colouring in 
activity and the song ‘ulu, tau’au, tulivae, tama’ive’ - heads, shoulders, knees and toes. We also have a new 
audiobook ‘Tatau O’ which has been a hit with the children. ‘Savalivaili Means go for a walk’ is another 
song that we have enjoyed dancing and singing along with. 
 

Junior scientist - The children have been exploring the science of how carbonic dioxide is formed, 
through a series of three experiments, the sandpit volcano, chemical reaction and lemon volcano. They 
have been able to observe the chemical reaction happening as the different ingredients are combined. 
Through completing these experiments, the tamariki can contribute to the whole process and learn 
scientific language.  Thank you to Teresa for leading these experiments.  
 

The Creative Arts remain a strong focus for many children.  The tamariki continue to explore various 
tools, modes, and medians through a range of planned and spontaneous experiences. Over the past 
couple of months, the teaching team has provided many trajectory-based art activities, such as vehicle 
painting, golf ball painting and ‘firework’ painting; along with tools such as rollers, stamps and scrapers. 
Through these experiences, tamariki are exploring motion and direction, cause and effect, and learning 
how to express their thoughts, feelings and ideas through various artistic processes.  
There has also been a growing interest in pictorial art, where many tamariki have been drawing people, 
places and things which are meaningful to them. This has been a great way to learn about children’s 
unique ‘funds of knowledge’ as they draw members of their family and other important aspects of their 
life. The teachers support this interest by ensuring there is a wide variety of drawing and writing tools 
available daily. 
 

The children have shown a huge interest in the Titanic and have                                                                      
investigated their working theories through a variety of                                                                          
experiences – from pictorial art showing the ship sinking,                                                                              
researching through books and the internet, creating many                                                                              
different ships out of a variety of construction materials and                                                                           
making ice bergs and ships with holes in them to see how the water came into the vessel and caused it to 
sink. 

Portfolios 
Thank you for returning your child’s portfolio and 
taking the time to fill out the sheets included and 
adding your voice to their stories! 
You now have the option to share a photo or two 
onto a learning story on the online portfolios.  :) 
Just a wee reminder our policy is to complete one 
individualised learning story per month for each 
child. We observe and work with the child over the 
period of the month then record important 
learning experiences and write about the child’s 
learning journey.  This means stories are usually 
uploaded the following month. 
 

	

Staffing 
Nicky – has recently resigned from her position 
at Good Beginnings.  Nolla has agreed to 
become 2nd in charge so will work opposite 
shifts to Falene. We have employed two 
teachers - Rebecca Farley is a registered early 
childhood teacher, she will start on the 17th of 
August and Adara Jones who is in her second 
year of training and will start at the centre on 
the 27th of July.     
Harata has started her degree in early 
childhood education and Rebecca has recently 
completed her return to teaching course.  J 
 


