
Save the date 
Children’s Christmas Party will be held on 
Saturday the 28th of November 2020, 10.00am to 
12.00noon. 
Christmas Closure The centre will close on 
Thursday the 24th of December 2020 at 5.30pm 
and reopen on Monday the 11th of January 2021 at 
7.30am.   

Roll & booked times 
Currently our roll is full.  Thank you to those that 
have recommended the centre to family and 
friends.  
Our staff roster and ratios are worked out around 
the children’s booked attendance times, plus the 
Ministry of Education has become very firm with 
booked times matching attendance.  It is therefore 
important that your child is dropped off and 
collected on time to maintain legal and safe ratios. 
We are only too willing to help with extra hours 
when we can but this is unfortunately not always 
possible. Please see staff when necessary.  
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WELCOME BACK 
A big welcome to the new whānau who have joined us this year.  Welcome back to those families that have 
returned for 2020. We look forward to sharing many fun learning opportunities with your whānau! 

Transitioners 
To School: 
Haere rā Grayson, Maddison, Mikayla, William and 
Malakai who started school at the beginning of term 
1.  Hemi and Blake will start school in March. 
From Good Beginnings Infants & Toddlers Centre: 
A great big welcome to Violet who has recently 
started at GBEC. We would also like to welcome 
Saskia, Lily, Finnley, Caleb, Madison, Lucy, Ezekiel 
and Maia-Jayde as they have recently transitioned 
from our Infants & Toddlers Centre. 

 
  Slip, slop, slap and wrap! 
Summer is officially here in full swing! We are 
applying sunscreen at different times of the day to                            
protect tamariki from the sun.  These times are 
approximately 10:30, 12:30 and 3:30.  If your child 
arrives after these times please ensure you have 
applied sunscreen before they arrive, or let the 
teachers know that they need some.  Please provide 
your child with a sunhat to provide additional 
protection from the sun.  Although we encourage 
children to wear these this is not compulsory.  We are 
happy for hats to be left at the centre, which are 
stored in our hat basket. 
Also with these summer days comes water play!  
Please ensure your child has a couple of named 
changes of clothing in their bag and don’t forget to 
check bags for wet clothing at the end of the day! 

Policy Reviews 
We will be reviewing one policy a month and wish to 
consult parents & whānau in regards to centre 
pracitces and procedures. These policy reviews will 
be displayed beside the sign in sheet.  We value 
your feedback, so please feel free to make 
suggestions and also sign the attached piece of 
paper. 
We are in the process of updating the centre 
emergency plan and will be available on request. 

Contact Details 
Please ensure addresses and contact details are 
updated as this is vital in case of an emergency. 
 

Public Holidays  
Reminder we will be closed for Good Friday, Easter 
Monday and Anzac Day. 10th, 13th and 27th of April. 

Reminder: if you  give us 3 weeks notice  of any 
planned absence (i.e. holiday) we are able to waive 
your part of the fees. 

 



Programme 
 

Te Reo Phrase 
This month’s phrase is: 

‘Kia kaha ake’ 
Give it a go 

If you have any phrases or 
waiata that you would like to 
share with us, we would be 
very grateful. 

 

 
Tukana teina and Ako are both hugely evident within the centre whānau, the older children 
have really taken on the role of supporting and encouraging the new and transitioning 
children, ensuring that they feel welcome in their new environment. This kindness and caring 
is also seen in other areas as the older or more experienced children really support their 
peers to learn new skills and complete activities.  
 
With the hot weather the children have enjoyed cooling off with 

water-play in the water trough.  As the tamariki work together they are 
developing prosocial skills in cooperation and sharing. As they explore and 
concentrate on pouring and controlling the water they are developing eye hand co-
ordination and fine motor skills along with their working theories about liquids, 
developing an understanding about measuring, estimating and volume.  
 
Mathematics and construction is another large focus with the tamariki. The waffle blocks, giant polydrons, 
magnetic polydrons and the new mini waffle blocks resource have all been utilized often as the children 
construct; combining their imaginations and developing mathematic knowledge together to create props for 
their dramatic play.  

The literacy learning focus is ongoing from last year. The children’s learning 
journey in this area is really apparent in their new knowledge of phonological 
awareness, onsets and phonemes, being able to hear and identify letters and 
their sounds. This is great evidence of the learning outcomes for children as a 
result of our internal review in supporting children’s phonological awareness 
which we are currently finalising.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cohort entry to school - changes 
From January 2020 children can no longer start school before they turn 5 
years of age.  Schools who are opting for cohort entry will have two 
intakes a term – usually week one and week five.  It is essential that you 
contact the school your child will be attending well in advance to confirm 
start dates and transition visits.  We suggest enrolling your child or 
making contact with preferred schools when your child turns 4 and 
confirming enrolment a term before they are due to start school.  i.e. if 
your child is due to start in term 2 this year you should be making contact 
with the school. 
We have information on local schools which we are happy to show you. 
 

Internal Reviews 
As part of our review on success as Māori  we focused on the 
children learning their mihi.  At news group some of the 
tamariki have become very confident in saying their mihimihi 
– their parent’s names, any sibling and their own name.  This is 
fantastic to see and we will continue to add to this.   
We are in the final stages of our internal review focused on 
phonological awareness.  All teachers have attended 
professional development in this area and have been working 
on individual goals to strengthen their teaching practices.  
Please see our programme information to see the results 
already from this review. 
Our next review will be transitioning into the centre and to 
school.  Towards the end of the year we will start our review 
on working in partnership with whānau. 
 


