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Transitioners 

To School: 
Haere rā to Blake and Hemi who started school in 
March. 
To Good Beginnings Educare Centre:  
A big Welcome to Natalie, Zeb and Samantha who 
will transitioning to the big kids in April/May. 
   
 

Birthday celebrations 
Please discuss with your child’s key teachers or 
a person responsible if you intend for your child 
to celebrate their birthday at the centre. You 
are more than welcome to bring a cake, or an 
alternative item for them to share with their 
friends. Please do not feel obliged to do so. We  
often have more than one child celebrating on 
the same day and to ensure they all get their 
special moment we try to separate the mat 
times and if we have plenty of notice it makes 
this much easier to organise.   
Thank you for your understanding                                                            
as we try to accommodate all.  
                    

Visitors 
The Education Review Board have notified us of 
their intention to do a routine visit this year - the 
dates are to be confirmed.  
The Ministry of Education will also be attending to 
complete a routine audit. The dates for this are 
also to be confirmed. 

Internal Review 
We have started a new internal review with a focus 
on Transitions in and out of the Centre, with the 
following review question: To what extent does the 
service develop and engage in collaborative 
relationships that support children as they approach 
transition into the centre and to school? From time 
to time you will be asked to complete questionnaires 
to support internal reviews. Thank you very much 
for taking the time to complete these, they are a 
great source of invaluable feedback that informs us 
of any areas that may have been missed or need to 
be changed.  
Our internal review on phonological awareness 
found the action plan we implemented supported all 
teachers in understanding what a ‘literacy rich’ 
environment looks like - including resources and 
teaching strategies.  Children have also been setting 
their own literacy goals for example identifying 
letters of their name, sounding out familiar letters, 
writing and lots of rhyming. 
 

Monthly phrase 
This month’s phrase is  
‘Kua mutu koe - have you finished?’  
If you have a phrase or waiata you use at home 
with your child, in any language, we would love 
to know what it is so that we can use it at the 
centre too!  
 

Winter is on its way 
Physical education is such an important part of 
children’s learning and development that we 
endeavour to be outside as much as possible. 
Please provide plenty of changes of named warm 
clothing for your child, including a jacket so 
that they can join in the fun, and learn through 
exploration of the natural environment. This wet 
weather creates a wet and muddy environment 
for us to explore! So, your children probably will 
get dirty! Gumboots are also great for outside 
play, please name them! Please check that you 
are taking the correct ones home with your 
child at the end of the day :) Reminder          
if your child is not well enough to be       
outside they should be kept at home.  
 
 

Joe’s corner 
The Sleep Room- Watch this space! We are 
currently in the process of rejuvenating this space 
with the intention of creating a more inviting and 
relaxing space. Thank you once again for all your 
hard work Joe! 
	

Signing in & out 
It is paramount that you sign your child in and 
out.  This is the roll we use in case of 
emergency.  If your child is going to be away 
please tell a person responsible – the people 
are Nicola, Falene, Nicky or Nolla. 
 



 
 

E leai se mea e sili atu 
i lo lou aiga. 

 
Nothing is more important than your family 

Programme 
 

Taha tinana - The tamariki have enjoyed exploring the obstacle courses, swings and monkey bars 
challenging their physical skills. Developing strength, balance, coordination and their ability to cross the 
midline- use either side of their body to do different motions at the same time. The tamariki have also 
continued to show an interest in yoga developing their inner-sense of wairuatanga, inner peace and 
developing skills for relaxing and reflection.  
 
Vehicle play - There has been a large focus on vehicles with the tamariki exploring their interests in, the 
wider world of work with diggers, road construction, and the trajectory schema making roads and ramps. 
Developing their working theories about speed, velocity, gravity and inclines. There has also been lots of 
team work- ako, and the tamariki are developing prosocial skills, taking turns, sharing, negotiating and 
demonstrating manaakitanga (kindness and caring).  
 
The Creative Arts - The tamariki have been enjoying a wide range of creative art activities recently as 
they explore different processes and use an assortment of tools, materials and modes to create with. The 
teachers have been providing various art activities to extend upon this interest and to encourage new 
ways of expressing themselves creatively. Recently we have had golf-ball painting, finger painting, 
stamping, collage, string art, spin painting and colour mixing. Through these, and many other                    
daily experiences, the tamariki are learning about colour and texture, size and space,                                     
symmetry and patterns, and their own ability to express their ideas, thoughts and                                
feelings. Be sure to check the walls in the back rooms for displays of the children’s                            
artistic creations.	 
  

Natural Exploration - The GBEC playground has many opportunities for natural exploration and the 
tamariki have become very curious about the world around them. Every day there are new discoveries 
found within the natural environment – new blossoms and visits fantails, the trees and their ever-
changing foliage, finding taonga hidden in the sandpit, and of course going on the ever-popular bug hunts. 
A small group of children visited Garlands Reserve recently where they used all their senses to 
investigate the natural aspects of the reserve and documented some of their findings on the kids iPad. 
More recently many tamariki have also enjoyed examining plants and insects up close with a microscope 
which can be attached to the iPads camera. They have been taking their own photos and videos of these 
images and enthusiastically discuss with one another what else they could look at under the scope. Keep 
an eye out for our updated photo boards to see our little investigators in action. 
 

Health 
As always, the well-being of the children, their 
whānau and staff is at the forefront of our policies 
and procedures.  No doubt with the current 
pandemic there may be regulatory changes due to 
this.  We will endeavour to keep you abreast of any 
changes that come from the Ministry of Health or 
Ministry of Education. 
If your child is unwell, please keep them home to 
limit the chance of transmission.  If you are unsure, 
please make contact with a senior teacher  
(Nicola, Falene, Nicky or Nolla) to discuss. 

Staffing 
We would like to Congratulate Teresa for 
completing the New Zealand Diploma in Early 
Childhood Education and Care (Level 5) at the 
end of 2019. 
We also congratulate Nolla in recently 
achieving full Teacher Registration.  
Alex will return from maternity leave to the 
Infants & Toddlers centre in May, which means  
Harata will return to working between the two 
centres.  We look forward to having her back 
at the big kids centre. 
	

Public holidays 
Reminder we will be closed for Queen’s Birthday 
- Monday the 3rd of June.  
 
 

	

 
Thank you to all the essential                               
workers who are continuing to                        
keep the country running! 
 


