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Health
We have had many cases of children with colds
at the centre. If your child is unwell please keep
them at home. A BIG thankyou to those
parents/whānau that have kept their sick
children home to help prevent the spread of this
illness.
Physical development and exploration of the
outdoor environment is a huge part of our
programme and we endeavour to be outside as
much as possible, if you consider your child can
not actively participate in the centre programme
and be outside, then they are not well enough to
be at the centre.
Temperatures - the Regional Public Health
states a normal temperature is between 3637°C. A temperature of 38°C is classed
as a fever and the child may need to
be excluded from the centre especially
if they have other symptoms.
Children with Vomiting or diarrhoea must be
excluded from the centre until they have been
symptom free for 48 hours.
Please notify us if your child is away.

Lunchboxes
We have slowly been noticing a return of
‘chippies’ and ‘confectionary’ in lunchboxes.
When achieving our Healthy Heart Award we
established a strict rule about having no chippies
at Centre (vege crisps and rice crackers are
allowed). I am sure you can empathise that if
your child has lollies or other confectionary in
their lunch box this seems very unfair to the
others that don’t, these are treat foods so
please save them for at home. Please note that
if chippies or confectionary are found in a
lunchbox, they are placed in the child’s bag and
encouraged to eat them at home.
Lunch box trolley –
The top shelf is for lunch boxes
belonging to two year olds, the
middle shelves for three year olds and the
bottom for Four year olds. Please refrain from
piling them high on the top shelf as this is a
safety risk.

Public holidays
Reminder we will be closed for Queen’s Birthday Monday the 3rd of June.

Transitioners
To School:
Haere rā to Taeryn, Sienna, Jackson, Nate and
Jaxson who started school at the beginning of term
2.
To Good Beginnings Educare Centre:
A big Welcome to Mia, Eve, Zach and Jackson who
have recently transitioned from the Infants &
Toddlers Centre. Welcome also to Kash-O’Shea,
Austin and Tobias.

Changes to school intakes
Many schools in the region are now using the cohort
entry system. If your child is attending one of these
schools this will affect your child’s start date as
new entrants will start in groups throughout the
year rather than on their fifth birthday. This is
usually at the beginning of the term, closest to the
child’s fifth birthday (each school has their own
individual intakes). Your child will be able to start
school at this time or at the beginning of any later
term up until they turn six.
What do I need to do? Please ensure you get in
contact with the school your child is enrolled at
well before their fifth birthday so that you are
prepared for their possible earlier or later than
expected start date and if you could let us know
this start date ASAP it would be highly appreciated!

Teaching Team
We welcome both Rebecca and Becks to our
Teaching team. Rebecca will be officially
starting at this centre on the 27th of May.
Becks has been working between both Centres and
will cover Alex’s maternity leave at the Infants &
Toddlers centre.

Necklaces and Earrings
We realise that some children wear necklaces for
cultural or religious reasons. We wish to make you
aware that there are risks with children wearing
these in the environment and would like you to make
an informed decision about your child continuing to
wear these items while attending the centre.
Only stud earrings are to be worn while your child
is attending the centre due to the chance of them
catching and causing injury.

Suitable clothing

Internal Review

Children are still attending the centre without
suitable clothing, foot wear and Jackets! Please
provide plenty of changes of named warm
clothing for your child, including a jacket, so
that while outside they can keep warm in this
undesirable weather.
This wet weather creates a wet and muddy
outdoor environment for us to explore! So, your
children probably will get dirty!

Our current focus is ‘How effective are we in
understanding te ao Māori to enable educational
success as Māori?’
Some of you will have recently received a
questionnaire about this. We really appreciate you
taking the time out of your busy lives to complete
this, Thank you!

Please send them in clothing that
you do not mind getting dirty.

Monthly phrase
In recognition of NZ sign language week which was
the 6-12 May this month’s phrase will be “Good
morning” but in sign language! Check out the notice
board for diagram.

Programme
We recently held an Earthquake safety week, having daily drills, practicing our
turtle safe procedure and watching the turtle safe programme. We were very
impressed with all our turtles!!
Our centre garden was recently replanted and we look forward to using this produce within our
cooking experiences. We planted spinach, baby carrots, lettuce, silverbeet and broccoli. Teresa said a
Māori karakia with the tamariki ‘Kia tika te marama, me hakato e ngā maara.’ When the moon is right
plant the crops.
The large group focus in living creatures, insects and animals is still ongoing. We are very lucky to
have a wonderful natural environment where we can observe many different types of insects and bugs
within their natural environment. Our resident praying mantis’ have been a great source of amusement,
creating the opportunity for the tamariki to develop their observation skills while developing their
working theories about the life of an insect and the circle of life. So far, we have discovered that
Praying mantis’ like to eat butterflies, aphids and bees.
We have also recognised World Asthma Day where we played ‘Pin the inhaler on the person’, had
balloons and iced our own blue biscuits.
Construction with the arts and crafts is another huge focus at the moment and the junk
construction boxes etc. are being used as soon as they are placed in the container! Please save and bring
in any small boxes or other items that could be used within this art. As the children create, paint and or
wrap these items they are developing their skills in using tools for arts and crafts such as, the scissors,
tape, string and glue. Working through their developing working theories, imagining, inventing and
experimenting, while they recreate enclosures for insects, rocket ships, vacuum cleaners, aeroplanes and
many other amazing things.
Joe has added chalk boards to the outdoor environment to support literacy in this area. The children
have been using these regularly. The painting panels (on wooden gates) have been replaced and painted in
preparation for when the wooden fence is replaced with pickets.

Nicola & Joe away
Nicola and Joe will be away from the 7th to the
22nd of July 2019. During this time please see
Falene or Barbara in regard to any day to day
queries. Account queries will be responded to
once they return.

Gates
Please discourage your children from standing on
or riding on the gates! They are not designed to
hold their weight and it breaks the hinges! Thanks

